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Reagan: U.S. not seeking war 

WASHINGTON (Rj — President Reagan said Sunday’s Ame- 
rican airraid on Syrian positions in Lebanon did not q gnai a US. 
desire for a confrontation with Syria but the United States would 
continue to retaliate if its forces were attacked. “We don’t seek' 
hostilities there. Our mission remains what it was — to help 
stabilise the situation in Beirut until all the foreign forces can be 
withdrawn and until the government of Lebanon can takeover the 
authority of its own territory,” Mr. Reagan said in a statement 
“But we are going to defend our forces there.” he added in the 
statement issued on his return from a weekend at the presidential 
retreat at Camp David, Maryland. The Pentagon said rwo U.S. 
planes were lost the raid but the pilot of one baled out safely and 
was returned to his ship. Mr. Reagan said there was no solid 
information about the fate of the two crew members of the second 
plane but they apparently baled out behind Syrian lines and the 
United States was attempting to negotiate their release. 



An independe 


Gemayel leaves Paris after stopover 

PARIS iRj — Lebanese President Amin Gemayel left France 
Sunday after a brief stopover in Paris on his way* back from the 
United States. Lebanese embassy sources said. The president’s 
arrival was unexpected and French officials said they knew not- 
hing about his visit. The Lebanese embassy sources said Mr. 
Gemayel' s travel arrangements were usually secret. Airport sou- 
rces said he was met by U.S. officials at Koissy airport north of 
Paris when he flew in from New Y ork on a scheduled commercial 
airliner. Mr. Gemayel had been in the U.S. for talks with Pre- 
sident Reagan and senior administration officials on the removal 
of non-Lebanese forces from his country. 
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Three wounded in 
Sidon ambush 


SI DON, Lebanon (R) — An Isr- 
aeli soldier and two Lebanese civ- 
ilians were wounded Sunday when 
a group of armed men hurled hand 
grenades at an Israeli military 
convoy on the coastal road south 
of here, local security sources said. 
The sources said grenades were 
thrown as three Israeli trucks and 
a jeep were passing the A'aqbiyeh 
crossroads about 10 kilometres 
from Sidon. Israeli soldiers ret- 
urned fire with automatic wea- 
pons. but the gunmen escaped. 

Egypt urges 
Israeli pullout 

CAIRO I Rj — Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak Sunday cal- 
led for the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Lebanon but made no 
mention of U.S. bombing raids 
against Syrian army positions in 
central Lebanon earlier Sunday. 
Speaking at a banquet in honour 
of Niger's President Seyni Kou- 
ntche. Mr. vlubarak said: “ Israel* s 
withdrawal from Lebanon is nec- 
essary to enable the legitimate 
Lebanese government to exercise 
its authority far from any outside 
influences.” 

Luce, Khaddam 
hold talks 


DAMASCUS t Rj — British Min- 
ister of State in the Foreign Office 
Richard Luce and Syrian Foreign 
Minister Abdul Halim Khaddam 
held talks Sunday on the Lebanese 
crisis and the Middle East sit- 
uation. the official Syrian news 
agency- said. It added the two off- 
icials also reviewed bilateral rel- 
ations. but gave no further details. 
Mr. Luce, who arrived in Dam- 
ascus Saturday, visited other cou- 
ntries in the region last month. 

3 sentenced to 
death in Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD I R j — A Pakistani 
military court has sentenced to 
death three alleged members of an 
anti-government guerrilla group, 
official sources said Sunday. They 
said the court, which announced 
the sentence Saturday in Lahore, 
capital of Punjab province, found 
the three men guilty of killing a 
police constable when he was try- 
ing to arrest them in December 
last year. 

43 nations to 
attend Namedia 

NEW DELHI lR} — Delegates 
from 4 3 non-aligned countries will 
take part in a conference on the 
media starting in New Delhi on 
Dec. V. the Press Trust of India 
said Sunday. It quoted Nikhil 
Oiakravartty. one of the org- 
anisers of the four-day meeting 
named Namedia, as saying the 
conference would discuss ways to 
achieve self-reliance in fields rel- 
ated to information gathering and 
communications 

Iraq, Mitsubishi 
sign S50m contract 

BACH D A D I R J — Iraq and Mit- 
subishi Heavy Industries of Japan 
signed three contracts Sunday 
worth some S5u million, the Iraqi 
News Agency (INAj reported. 
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Syrians shoot down 2 U.S. jets 


BEIRUT (R) — Waves of U.S. navy planes 
from carriers in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Sunday attacked Syrian army positions in 
the central mountains of Lebanon and two 
bombers were shot down by Syrian air def- 
ences. 


Twenty-eight American planes attack 
central Lebanese mountain positions 


Eyewitnesses said one airman 
was killed when he parachuted 
from his stricken aircraft and a 
second taken prisoner by the Syr- 
ian army. A third bailed out safely 
into the sea. 

This was the first air raid by the 
United States against targets in 
Lebanon since American Marines 
landed here in September last year 
as part of a four-nation peace 
force. 

Twenty -eight bombers from the 
aircraft carriers John F. Kennedy, 
and Independence struck at Syr- 
ian anti-aircraft bases in the mou- 
ntains east of the capital at R a.m. 
(06UU GMT), the Defence Dep- 
artment said. 

In Damascus, a Syrian military 
spokesman said Syrian air def- 
ences knocked out three U.S. pla- 
nes. 

But the United States admitted 
the loss of only two — a single-seat 
A-7 “Corsair” which crashed into 
a coastal town north of Beirut and 
a two-crew A-6 “Intruder" dow- 
ned near the mountain village of 
Kfar Salwan. 

Western diplomats said they 
believed the two aircraft to be the 
first U.S. fighter-bombers lost in 
combat since the Vietnam war 
ended in 1 y75. 


The Corsair’s pilot bailed out 
into the sea and was picked up by 
the Lebanese army. Lebanese mil- 
itary sources said he was bruised 
and had a hand wound. He was 
returned to the ships of the Sixth 
Fleet off the coast. 

Eyewitnesses in Kfar Salwan, 
25 kilometres east of Beirut, said 
one of the Intruder’s two- man 
crew died from injuries received 
wheo he parachuted to earth. 

The second broke his leg and 
was captured. He was taken away 
by Syrian troops for treatment, the 
eyewitnesses said. 

A defence Department sta- 
tement listed both men as missing, 
and a U.S. Marine spokesman in 
Beirut said he had no comment on 
the eyewitness reports. 

2 dead, 8 injured 


The Syrian military spokesman 
said only that one pilot was cap- 
tured during the bombing raids on 
six Syrian-held areas along the 
Beirut-Damascus highway and 
the Metn mountains to the north. 

Syrian casualties were two dead 
and eight injured with the loss of a 
vehicle and an ammunition store, 
he said. 


The downed Corsair crashed 
into the from garden of a two- 
storey house in the town of Zouk 
Mkayel 15 kilometres north of 
Beirut. 

Six to eight people were inj- 
ured, army officers on the scene 
said. 

Eyewitnesses said the plane, 
trailing smoke, came in from the 
north and the pilot. Commander 
Edward Andrews, 41, splashed 
down in the sea with a red par- 
achute. 

A militia official in the mou- 
ntains said the planes stayed in the 
area for about 45 minutes. 

Yasser Haidar, an official of the 
Progressive Socialist Party iPSP). 
the main Druze fighting force in 
the area, said the planes bombed, 
in groups of four or five. 

He said there was a hail of anti- 
aircraft fire and a few missiles 
were fired at them. 

“They left the area and circled 
over Beirut for 1(1 minutes before 
returning again for another 10 
minutes," he told Reuters by tel- 
ephone from the Druze town of 
Aley. east of Beirut. 

"They seemed to be looking to 
find out what happened to the two 
planes they lost.” 

Marines on alert 

The U.S. Marine spokesman in 
Beirut. Major Dennis Brooks. 


said only Corsairs and Intruders 
were involved in the raid. Both 
aircraft are relatively slow ground 
attack aircraft designed to carry a 
heavy load of bombs. 

Maj. Brooks said the 1.51KI- 
strong U.S. Marine contingent in 
the multinational force in Beirut 
had gone on alert following the 
raid. 

in Washington, the Defence 
Department said the strikes were 
in response to Syrian fire againsL 
U.S. reconnaissance missions over 
Lebanon Sarurday. It said the Syr- 
ians opened up with anti-aircraft 
guns and at least 1U surface-to-air 
missiles on two F-14 fighters. 

“This attack on U.S. rec- 
onnaissance aircraft represents a 
serious and deliberate threat to 
the multinational peacekeeping 
mission,” the Pentagon said. 

In Paris, U.S. Defence Sec- 
retary Caspar Weinberger pro- 
mised more attacks if Syria con- 
tinued to fire on U.S. rec-. 
onnaissance missions over the ' 
area. 

Mr. Weinberger, in Paris for 
talks with officials before att- 
ending a NATO meeiiag this, 
week in Brussels, called the U.S. 
air strike defensive in nature. 

Asked if Sunday's raid was in 
retaliation for a suicide bomb att- 
ack in October on U.S. Marine 
headquarters in Beirut, Mr. Wei- 


nberger said: "This is a defensive 
measure to protect the necessary 
reconnaissance that has to be con- 
ducted virtually every day in this 
kind of situation, and is not a rep- 
risal.” 

Asked if there might be more 
raids, he replied: "I hope there 
will not be any more rec- 
onnaissance planes fired upon, but 
the rationale for this attack this 
morning would hold in the event 
that American planes doing def- 
ensive reconnaissance were fired 
on again.” 

In Damascus. Syrian Foreign 
Minister Abdul Halim Khaddam 
called for international and Arab 
action against what he called 
America's aggressive policy in 
Lebanon and the Middle East. 

Mr. Khaddam's appeal was 
made in messages to U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar. Arab League 
Secretary-General Chadli KJibi. 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference Secretary-General Habib 
Chatti. and Indian Foreign Min- 
ister P.V. Narasimha Rao, as cha- 
irman of the Non-Aligned Mov- 
ement. 

"I am sending these messages... 
and urging you to undertake nec- 
essary measures to stop the agg- 
ressive policy of the United States 
in Lebanon and the Middle EasL" 


‘Raids are 
part of joinf | 
U.S.-Israel 
campaign’ 

TEL AVIV i R ) — U.S. and Israeli 
air raids on Syrian-held positions 
in Lebanon this weekend are part 
of a joint campaign to fight Syria' s 
presence in Lebanon, a senior Isr- 
aeli official said Sunday. 

After a long cabinet meeting, 
government secretary Dan Mer- 
idor denied however that Sun- 
day* s attack by U.S. navy bombers 
ana Saturday’s Israeli raid were 
coordinated. 

The senior official, who asked 
not be named, told reporters Isr- 
ael and the United States agreed 
on the need to build a powerful 
central government in Lebanon 
and that Syria and Palestinian 
guerrillas were the main obstacles 
to that {goal. 

The air attacks came within 48 
hours of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s return from Washington, 
where he held talks on strategic 
cooperation with the United Sta- 
tes in the Midcfle EasL 

U.S. officials have said the new 
close ties with Israel contain a 
message to Damascus and Mos- 
cow. 


Druze to lift seige 
of Deir Al Qamar 


BEIRUT (R) — The Druze mil- 
itia Sunday announced the lifting 
of a three- month-old siege of a 
Christian enclave in the Shouf 
mountains so that 2U.UOO Chr- 
istians could spend Christmas with 
their families and friends. 

Lebanese Christian leaders 
welcomed the move but asked: 
“ Where are they to go?" 

Lifting of the siege of the town 
of Deir Al Qamar, surrounded 
since the height of last summer's 
mountain war. was announced at a 
news conference by a spokesman 
for Druze leader Waiid Junblatt. 

Fuad Salman, secretary -general 
of the mainly -Druze Progressive 
Socialist Party ( PSP), said the dec- 
ision, taken for humanitarian rea- 
sons, would allow the besieged 
Christians to meet their families 
for Christmas and New Year’s. 

But Christiaos elsewhere in 
Lebanon said most of the people 
of Deir Al Qamar, its population 
swollen by thousands of refugees 
from nearby Christian villages 
overrun by the Druze. would find 
it impossible to return to their 
homes. 

Former Lebanese President 
Camille Charaoun. a Maronite 
Christian and native of Deir Al 


Qamar, said: “Not everyone can 
leave the town since there is no 
other place for them to go. 

** What interests me is the safety 
of those in Deir Al Qamar and 
maintaining food, medical and 
fuel supplies before the winter 
season gets colder.” 

The PSP said it would call upon 
the International Committee of 
Red Cross to help organise the 
movement of Christians from the 
besieged town during a Ill-day 
period so they could be with rel- 
atives by Christmas. 

In answer to a question. Mr. 
Salman said the operation could 
start as soon as the Red C ross sig- 
nalled it was ready. 

The Red Cross has been kee- 
ping the Christians alive — during 
on exceptionally mild autumn — 
by bringing convoys of food and 
medicines through Druze territory 
to the besieged town, about 4U 
kilometres southeast of Beirut. 

As Druze fighters tightened the 
pincers during this summer’s war. 
Christian militiamen of the “Leb- 
anese Forces” also withdrew to 
Deir AJ Qamar. which had a pre- 
war population of only a few tho- 
usand. 


Mubarak: U.S.-lsraeli 
accord would be disaster 


CAIRO |R} — Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak said Sun- 
day that if details of a new U.S.- 
lsraeli strategic co-operation pact 
were correct, it would be dis-*' 
astrous for the Middle East peace 
process. 

He told reporters after three- 
and-haif hours of talks with Pre- 
sident Seyni Kountche of Niger 
“If true, this kind of strategic 
co-operation would be disastrous 
to the Middle East peace pro- 
cess... 

“It will undermine the peace 
process and put America’s friends 
in a difficult position. I hope it is 
not correct." 

Asked whether such an agr- 
eement would encourage further 
Israeli military operations in the 
region, he said: “Of course " 

The pact announced in Was- 
hington last week by President 
Ronald Reagan and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir includes 
the creation of a joint group to 
work out, among other things, 
combined planning, joint exe- 
rcises and the stockpiling of U.S. 
equipment in Israel. ' 

Mr. Mubarak declined to ans- 
wer questions on Sunday's Ame- 
rican attack on Syrian anti-aircraft 
positions in the central Lebanese 


mountains saying he awaited fur- 
ther details of the raid. 

Referring to the embattled lea- 
der of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLOj, Yasser Ara- 
fat. Mr. Mubarak said he pre- 
ferred that Mr. Arafat go to Jor- 
dan for talks with King Hussein on 
President Reagan's Middle East 
peace plan. 

This envisages Palestinian self- 
rule in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in association with 
Jordan, but has been rejected by 
Israel. 

Buz briefed in U.S. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Kama] Hassan Ali told reporters 
later Sunday that Mr. Mubarak’s 
political adviser, Osama Al Baz, 
was briefed by U.S. Secretary of 
State Geoige Shultz and special 
Middle East envoy Donald Rum- 
sfeld on the U.S.-lsraeli pact dur- 
ing a two-hour meeting in Was- 
hington Saturday. 

Calling for “self restraint,” Mr. 
Ali said Egypt was following the 
situation closely “after the esc- 
alation of the military situation in 
Lebanon.” 

Egypt is the second largest rec- 
ipient of U.S. aid in the world after 
Israel. 


Trudeau ends 
tour of Gulf 

KUWAIT ( R} — Canadian Prime 
Minister Pierre Trudeau left 
Kuwait Sunday at the end of a 
five-day Gulf tour seeking support 
for his peace initiative and exp- 
anding bilateral relations. 

Mr. Trudeau has put forward 
proposals for easing world ten- 
sion, calling for direct talks among 
the nuclear powers, the United 
States, the Soviet Union, France, 
Britain and China. 

He told reporters at a press con- 
ference Saturday night the ove- 
rriding opinion of European. 
Commonwealth. Chinese and 
Gulf leaders whom he had met 
since launching his initiative ia 
October was that nuclear dis- 
armament must begin with the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

He said the next step in his 
peace campaign would be to put 
more pressure on Washington and 
Moscow to make progress in arms 
reduction talks. 

Before leaving Kuwait, Mr. 
Trudeau met members of the 
Kuwait Chamber of Commerce 
and representatives of the Kuwait 
Investment Company to seek their 
help in increasing investment in 
Canada and encouraging the set- 
ting up of joint ventures, trade 
sources said. 


Hussein chats with 
Columbia astronaut 

HOUSTON (Rj — Astronaut Owen Garriott, 216 kilometres above 
the Middle East in the space shuttle Colombia, took time out Sunday 
to chat to King Hussein, like him an amateur radio entfaudast. 

“I just passed over the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba,” said Mr. 
Garriott using his radio during spare time between his 12 hour shifts 
on the space shuttle. 

“I’m looking down at your country right at this time. Sir,” the 
astronaut said. 

“I, Sir, am very, very happy to hear you load and dear... in 
Amman,” replied King Hussein. 

King Hussein and Mr. Garriott are two of more than 1.5 million 
radio amateurs in the world licensed to conduct two-way short wave 
radio comm u nic a tion. 

After Mr. Garriott told King Hussein that Amman was a "fantastic 
view” from the space shuttle, the King replied: “Thank you very, 
very much indeed for this very exciting report a boat Jordan and what 
yon can see from up there.” 

“We’re very, very proud, very happy indeed to send you and your 
colleagues — from all my countrymen and myself — all onr very, very 
best for a most successful mission,” the King said. 

Space shuttle flight extended by one day, page 8 


Civilians reported killed 
in inter-Lebanese shelling 


BEIRUT ( R) — An unknown 
□umber of civlians were killed or 
wounded Sunday during battles 
between Druze and pre- 
dominantly Christian rightist mil- 
itias over a broad area of coast and 
mountain south of Beirut, res- 
idents and radio stations reported. 

Heavy exchanges of mortar, 
rocket and artillery fire raged thr- 
oughout the day around villages in 
the Kharroub region 20 to 30 kil- 
ometres from Beirut. 

The death and injury toll was 
not known, but both state- 
controlled television and the Fal- 
angist "Voice of Lebanon” radio 
spoke of civilian casualties. 

The unusually heavy bom- 
bardments came on the day the 
Druze militia announced it was lif- 
ting a three- month-old siege of 
the Shouf mountain town of Deir 
AJ Qamar so that Christians could 
spend Christmas and the New 
Year with relatives. 

The rightist militia, known as 
the "Lebanese Forces,” warned 
civilians to keep away from Druze 
military positions. 


“Our shelling is not directed at 
them t civilians i.” it said in a sta- 
tement. “but at the aliens who 
occupy the province and attack its 
peaceful villages and use them as a 
base for their attacks without any 
inhibition." 

It named 1 U villages in the Kha- 
rroub region which it said had 
.come under continuous mortar 
and rocket attack for several 
hours. Civilians were killed and 
wounded and a number of houses 
destroyed, it said. 

Because of this the rightist for- 
ces struck back, the statement 
said. 

in the Shouf mountains above 
Beirut the Lebanese army and 
Druze militiamen exchanged art- 
illery and rocket fire throughout 
much of the day, state-run Beirut 
Radio said. 

Because of the continuing bre- 
akdown in what the Lebanese call 
“the security situation,” Beirut 
airport remained closed for the 
fifth day. Schools have been shut 
for more than a week in east Bei- 
rut and elsewhere. 


King, Turkish leader 
review mutual issues 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Turkish Pre- 
sident Kenan Evren held talks at 
the Army Headquarters in 
Amman Sunday on a number of 
issues of mutual concern to Jordan 
and Turkey. 

Both leaders later heard a bri- 
efing on the Jordanian Armed 
Forces and their responsibilities 
and duties. King Hussein also acc- 
ompanied President Evren to the 
Muwaffaq Said Air Base and were 
briefed on the duties of its per- 
sonnel. They toured the base and 
watched take-off exercises by fig- 
hter planes. 

Later, they visited the Fifth 
Koval Armoured Division and 
inspected a military exhibition 
displaying various types of wea- 
pons including the’ I'areq Ibn 
Ziyad tank which was modified in 
Jordan. The tour included a visit 
to the division's field hospital and 
front-line positions of the. 12th 
Royal Mechanised Division 
whose commander presented a 
briefing on the troops' duties and 
responsibilities. 

The two leaders were acc- 
ompanied by Court Minister 
Amer Khamraash. Armed Forces 


Commander-in-Chtef Li.-Gen. 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker and other 
officials as well as an official Tur- 
kish delegation accompanying 
President. Evren. 

Co-operation agreement 
signed 

Jordan and Turkey signed an 
agreement Sunday on economic, 
industrial and technical co- 
operation. The agreement is des- 
igned to boost bilateral co- 
operation in joint projects, and 
construction work and also pro- - 
vidcs for co-operation in trade, 
banking operations, tourism, tra- 
nsport. public works, building of 
fishing boats and transport as well 
as the exchange of expertise and 
technicians' visits. 

The agreement was signed for 
Jordan by Minister of Industry 
and Trade Waiid Asfour and for 
Turkey by Foreign .Minister liter 
Turkmen. 

Both sides agreed that a joint 
Jordanian- Turkish committee, set 
up under the provisions of an agr- 
eement signed in I mxm. will follow 
up the implementation of the new 
agreement. 


Badran holds discussions 


with Hungarian minis 


AMMAN tJ.T.} — Ptjme Min- 
ister Mudar Badran discussed in 
his office Sunday with Hungarian 
Foreign Minister Peter Varkonyi 
ways of bolstering co-operation 
between Hungary and Jordan. 

Earlier, the Hungarian minister 
met with Minister of Occupied 
Territories Affairs Hassan Ibr- 
ahim who presented a briefing on 
the general conditions of Arab 
inhabitants under Israeli occ- 
upation in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and spoke about Isr- 


ael's arbitrary practices in the occ- 
upied lands, the Jordanian News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

The Hungarian minister rei- 
terated his country's support for 
the rights of the Palestinian people 
and their rights in their homeland. 
Petra said." 

Later on Sunday. Mr. Varkonyi 
left Amman and was seen off at 
the airport by Foreign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem and senior off- 
icials. 


Arafat wants to 
headquarters to Cairo 


CAIRO (Rj — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat was quoted Sunday 
as saying he would like to move his 
headquarters to Egypt. 

Mr. Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said in an interview with 
the weekly political review Rose 
Al Youssef: "I wish 1 could move 
my headquarters to Cairo.” 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak told reporters Saturday 
Mr. Arafat was welcome to come 
to Cairo, but government officials 
here doubted that this implied the 
setting up of a PLO headquarters 
in the Egyptian capital. “We wel- 
come Arafat in Cairo. We have no 
objection against him visiting us.” 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

Mr. Arafat is under siege in the 
north Lebanese port of Tripoli by 
Syrian -backed Palestinian rebels. 
Egypt, which signed a separate 
peace treaty with Israel in iy79. 
has repeatedly said it was only 
prepared to host Palestinian fig- 
hters as part of an overall set- 
tlement of the Middle East con- 
flict. 

The PLO and most Arab cou- 
ntries severed relations with 
Egypt after 1 V7M. but Mr. Arafat 
told the weekly magazine that he 
had been in close contact with Mr. 
Mubarak recently. 

"We have both agreed that the 
current conspiracy against the 
Palestinian revolution is det- 
rimental not only to the Pal- 
estinian people but the entire 
( Middle East} region." Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Pullout looms closer 

Meanwhile, Mr. Arafat and 
4.HUU loyal guerrillas, trapped in 
Tripoli by Syrian-backed rebels. 


appeared closer to leaving Sat- 
urday night after the United Nat- 
ions Security Council agreed to let 
them depart under the symbolic 
protection of the U.N. flag. 

The U.N. flag was one of the 
guarantees the PLO chairman had 
requested as a condition for wit- 
hdrawing his forces trom the north 
Lebanese pon. 

U.N. delegates said the loyalists 
were expected to sail to Tunisia 
and North temen in vessels pro- 
vided by Saudi Arabia. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez tie Cuellar said he und-- 
erstood there would be about five 
ships to transport up to -4.tu.ii » men 
carrying personal weapons only. 

In another sign of movement 
toward resolution of the month- 
old war between rival Palestinian 
forces. Arafat aides s.aid they were 
drawing up list* of those who 
would leave. 

Ihey said they were pleased the 
15-nation Security Council had 
agreed but it did not mean a dep- 
arture was imminent. 

There were at least two obs- 
tacles to early withdrawal and they 
were still waiting for clarification 
from Lebanese negotiators med- 
iating between Arafat supporters 
and the rebels, they added. 

Mr. Arafat's aides said they 
sought clarification of plans for 
some I Jit it i fighters without links 
to any Arab country other than 
Lebanon and who would be left in 
control of two rebel-held refugee 
camps just north of the city. 

Mr. Arafat said Saturday the 
Syrians were massing forces aro- 
und Tripoli and appeared intent 
on continuing to attack. 

Sporadic mortar and small arms 
fire erupted over the city but sub- 
sided Saturday evening. 


Andropov recovering from illness, Soviets tell Bonn 


BONN (Rj — The Soviet Union 
has told West Germany that Kre- 
mlin leader Yuri Andropov is rec- 
overing from illness, in what dip- 
lomats see as a move to ease rec- 
ent uncertainties over his position. 

The Bonn government Sunday 
confirmed a newspaper report 
quoting chief spokesman Peter 
Boenisch as saying Mr. And- 
ropov’s health had improved. - 

“The Soviets have told me that 
Andropov will probably resume 
his duties on Dec. Ill” Mr. Boe- 


nisch said. 

Mr. Andropov. 69. has not been 
seen in public since August. Mos- 
cow has said only that he had a - 
cold. 

The announcement came at a 
time of tension between Bonn and 
Moscow over the recent arrival of 
new U.S. Pershing-2 nuclear arms 
in West Germany. The missiles, to 
be aimed at the Soviet Union, are 
seen by the Kremlin as part of a 
first-strike force. 

Diplomats said it was unusual 


for Moscow io disclose news of its 
leaders health unless this affected 
an official visit. West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl was told 
just before his Moscow visit in July 
that Mr. Andropov would miss 
their first day of scheduled mee- 
tings because of illness. 

Mr. Kohl said last week he had 
received a letter from Mr, And- 
ropov indicating Moscow was 
ready to review its decision last 
month to break off its Geneva 
talks with the U.S. on limiting 


medium-range nuclear missiles. 
The Dutch government gained a 
similar impression from a lener it 
received. 

But the Sovie: Communist 
Party daily Pravda said the int- 
erpretation was a “shameless dec- 
eption." 

Moscow has indicated it will not 
return to the two-year -old Gen- 
eva talks until new U.S. medium- 
range missiles that have arrived in 
Europe are withdrawn. 
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Officials meet ahead of Islamic 
foreign ministers’ conference 


DHAKA (R) — Official delegations from across the 
Muslim world started talks here Sunday ahead of a 
five-day conference of Islamic foreign ministers 
opening on Tuesday. 


The officials of the 42-member 
of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference will prepare the age- 
nda for the meeting, which pre- 
cedes an Islamic summit to be held 
in Morocco next month. 

Restoring unity within the ranks 
of the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO} is expected to be 
a top item, while the conference 
will also probably discuss the 
three-year-old Gulf war and the 
Cyprus issue. 

Members are divided on their 
approach to the Nov. 15 dec- 
laration of independence by the 
northern half of Cyprus. Some 
would like the conference to rec- 
ognise the self-proclaimed rep- 
ublic in the Turkish part of the 
divided island, but others told 


Reuters they wanted to stay out of 
the controversy. 

All will unite in calling for an 
immediate and unconditional wit- 
hdrawal of Israeli forces from 
Lebanon and in condemning the 
Israeli- U.S. strategic cooperation 
agreement announced in Was- 
hington during a visit by Israeli 
Premier Yitzhak Shamir. 

OIC Secretary-General Habib 
Chatti. who is due to arrive here 
Monday, has criticised the accord 
as constituting a major threat to 
the Arab and Islamic nations. 

Conference organisers are und- 
erlining the economic issues to be 
discussed, including trade exp- 
ansion among Muslim countries, - 
agricultural development in the 
Islamic world and assistance to fel- 


low members by the richer states. 

OIC members include some of 
ihe world’s poorest nations, such 
as hosts Bangladesh and Sudan, 
Africa's largest state. 

For Bangladesh the conference 
is important as the first such int- 
ernational gathering Dhaka has 
hosted since the country of some 
95 million people won ind- 
ependence from Pakistan in 1 971. 

Security for the conference is 
tight following anti-government 
riots in Dhaka and the country's 
main port of Chittagong several 
days ago. 

Troops and police have sealed 
off the conference venue and two 
of the capitals luxury hotels 
where the delegations are staying, 
but a curfew imposed after the 
trouble has now been relaxed to 
just five hours during the night. 

The govern mem-owned Ban- 
gladesh Observer in an editorial 
welcomed the Islamic delegates 
and called on the foreign ministers 


iLM. troops in Cyprus maintain 
impartiality amidst new tension 


By Michael Sheridan 

NICOSIA (R) — Lieutenant Leif 
Andersson. a policeman in his nat- 
ive Stockholm, peered through 
binoculars at the Turkish soldiers 
a few hundred metres from his 
United Nations post and mur- 
mered: "All quiet — very quiet." 

Lt. Andersson. a reservist pla- 
toon commander of Swedish tro- 
ops serving with the seven-nation 
U.N. Peacekeeping Force in Cyp- 
rus ( UNIFCYP). was touring his 
men's positions along the line 
between Turkish and Greek- 
Cyprioi troops on the divided isl- 
and. it is a routine day. but the* 
quiet efficiency of the U.N. ope- 
ration could be thrown out of gear 
on Dec. 15. 

That's when its mandate comes 
up for renewal and Turldsh- 
Cypriot community leader Rauf 
Denktash has called for "a rev- 
iew" of its role. 

Mr. Denktash, self-proclaimed 
president of the internationally 
condemned "Turkish republic of 
north Cyprus", says the countries 
whose men are in the force — 
Sweden. Britain. Canada, Austria. 
Ireland. Denmark and Finland — 
should not take sides in the island 
dispute. 

Mr. Denktash proclaimed the 
Turkish northern sector of Cyprus 
an independent republic last Nov. 
15 in defiance of U.N. resolutions. 

1 1 is recognised only by Turkey. 

All the countries contributing to 
the force have either publicly bra- 
nded the move illegal or made 
their disapproval known through 
diplomatic means. 

Lt. Andersson and his men 
along the thin line between Mr. 
Denkiash's ''state" and the 
Greek-Cypriot sector remain stu- 
diously impartial. 

Their job is to record military 


activity on both sides, police the; 
strip of land and try to prevent or 
defuse any incident which could 
trigger a conflict. 

On a lonely blue-painted wat- 
chtower in the middle of no- 
man’ s-land, privates Tommy Bing 
and Magnus Hagberg scan the rol- 
ling countryside stretching to the 
jagged Kyrenia mountain range in 
the north- 

On -one side, a dun-coloured 
earth line marks the Turkish tre- 
nches. on the other Greek- 
Cypriot soldiers can be seen lol- 
ling at their sentry positions. 

Right in the middle, a Greek- 
Cypriot shephered unconcernedly 
watches his flock grazing just on 
Ihe Greek-Cypriot side of the din 
track that marks the haJf-way 
point between the two. 

Occasionally, the Swedes hear 
the rumble of artillery like distant 
thunder as one or other side stages 
gunnery practice or the rattle of 
machine-gun fire in exercise ran- 
ges. 

Each such incident, every plane 
spotted in the sky, every troop 
movement by either side is scr- 
upulously recorded and tra- 
nsmitted to U.N. headquarters in 
downtown Nicosia. 

lt is a system that has worked 
well since the shooting stopped 
after the 1974 Turkish invasion 
and the U.N. troops moved in 
along the ceasefire line. 

There are now 2,351) of them, 
some 7 1 hi of them permanently on 
the Turkish side. All move freely 
along the line between Turkish 
and Greek-Cypriot positions. 

But since Mr. Denktash’s uni- 
lateral declaration of ind- 
ependence, passions have been 
roused on both sides. Britain, 
Turkey and Greece are the three 
guarantor powers of the island 
under a iy6U agreement but Ath- 


ens has said it will not sit at the 
same table with Turkey to talk 
about the new move. 

So, just as the U.N. role has 
become more critical. Mr. Den- 
ktash has cast doubt on its future. 
Typically of the drawn-out qua- 
rrel, his is a complex position. 

Last Nov. 26, Mr. Denktash 
said: "We ar not asking the U.N. 
to leave our territories imm- 
ediately. 

“But we are seriously con- 
sidering the taking of sides by the 
countries which contribute to 
UNIFCYP. We warn them to stay 
impartial in the Cyprus dispute.” 

Mr. Denktash said that since the 
U.N. recognised only the Greek- 
Cypriot administration as the gov- 
ernment of Cyprus, its men were 
therefore only “guests” in the 
Turkish-occupied sector. 

“We will continue to consider 
them as guests provided certain 
points are cleared up. Otherwise 
they cannot be deployed and they 
cannot serve in our area." he said. 

So far, the Turkish -Cvpriot lea- 
der has not publicly spe'lt out exa- 
ctly what he wants but he has eff- 
ectively served notice that the 
peacekeepers have become part of 
the political issue. 

Diplomats here read Mr. Den- 
k lash's statement as an annoyed 
response to the successful Cyprus 
government diplomatic drive for 
international support after the 
north's independence move. They 
say it is still unclear how his ann- 
ouncement will affect the mandate 
renewal. 

The United Nations usually 
takes account of the views of both 
sides in peace-keeping operations. 

As Dec. 15 draws near, nerves 
in Nicosia are getting edgy, but the 
peacekeepers are going met- 
hodically about their task as usual 
and few believe they will leave. 


Denktash’s envoy arrives in Dhaka Boorgniba’s 

' wife visits ; 

to seek support for new state newly freed 


to consider ways of forging greater 
F unity among Muslim countries. 

Bangladesh's military ruler Lt. 
, Gen. Hossain Mohammad Ers- 
had. who took power in a blo- 
: odless coup in March last year, will 
open the conference on T uesday. 

Bangladesh, which is classified 
as one of the world's least dev- 
eloped nations with an average 
per capita income of just S120 a 
year, has spent around SlU million 
on preparing for the gathering, 
renovating buildings, widening 
roads and sprucing up streets. 

It is being held in Dhaka's new 
parliament building — an exp- 
ansive and elegant structure of red 
brick, concrete and white marble 
set next to an artificial lake. 

Roads to the complex are dec- 
orated with flags and colourful 
ceremonial arches, while org- 
anisers have erected hoardings 
along the route carrying quo- 
tations from the Koran. 


Security 
tight in 
Bangladesh 

CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh iR} 
— Security measures were visibly 
tightened in Bangladesh's main 
port city of Chittagong as del- 
egations from across the Islamic 
world gathered in the capital of 
Dhaka. 

Police and troop patrols inc- 
reased, and security forces san- 
dbagged the port and key ent- 
rances to Chittagong. 

Police barricaded several areas, 
and paramilitary units took up 
positions on rooftops. 

Although no reason was given 
for the steps, the government 
wants to avoid trouble during the 
conference, the first major int- 
ernational meeting Bangladesh 
has hosted since gaining ind- 
ependence in 1971. 

Both Dhaka and Chittagong 
were placed under curfew several 
days ago after anti-government 
clashes in which at least six people 
died and 500 were injured. 

Police said they arrested over 
600 people during the violence. 
They detained various prominent 
opposition figures who are cam- 
paigning for parliamentary ele- 
ctions and a quick end to martial 
law. 

Among them were the widow of 
assassinated President Ziaur 
Rahman. Begum Khalnda 71 agn 
who heads the Bangladesh Nat- 
ionalist Party, and the daughter of 
late President Mujibur Rahman, 
Sheikh Hasina Wared, who leads 
the Awami League. 

A 15-party alliance headed by 
Sheikh Hasina called for a general 
strike on Dec. 20 in Dhaka to pro- 
test against action by security for- 
ces in Chittagong in which two 
people were killed last Wed- 
nesday. 


DHAKA l R j — The foreign min- 
ister of the self-proclaimed rep- 
ublic of northern Cyprus arrived 
here Sunday ahead of a five-day 
meeting of Muslim nations to seek 
Islamic support for the new state, 
so far recognised only by Turkey. 

A government spokesman said 
Kenai Atakol was met at Dhaka 
Airport by Bangladeshi Foreign 
Minister A.R. Sharas-Ud Doha. 

The spokesman said he was not 
sure whether Mr. Atakol would 
be allowed to address the meeting 
of Islamic foreign ministers, which 
starts on Tuesday. 

Senior officials of the Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
l OIC) which groups 4U states plus 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation ( PLO ). were meeting to 
work out the agenda for the min- 
isterial talks. 

Zimbabwe 
backs PLO 

HARARE < R) — Zimbabwe 
.Foreign Minister Witness Man- 
gwende has criticised unnamed 
powers for fomenting discord in 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). 

“We are aware that some pow- 
ers, which are opposed to the lib- 
eration of Palestine for their own 
self-interests, are directly sowing 
seeds of discontent within the 
PLO ranks," he told a PLO sol- 
idarity meeting in Harare. 

Mr. Mangwende. pledging 
Zimbabwean support for Pal- 
estinians. appealed to them, to 
unite under PLO chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 


Speaking to newsmen on arr- 
ival. Mr. Atakol said: " We came 
here to explain the reasons of our 
declaring independence. We came 
here to get the support of Muslim 
countries. 

“The Turkish Cypriots need thej 
support of Muslim countries and* 1 
we want to tell our Muslim bro- 
thers that we seek peace and want 
peace." 

The northern half of the divided 
Mediterranean island issued its 
unilateral declaration of ind- 
ependence in mid- November. 
Most countries have condemned 
the move and only Turkey has 
recognised the new entity. 

It was not immediately clear on 
what basis Mr. Atakol had arrived 
in Dhaka and whether he was a 
guest of the Bangladeshi gov- 
ernment. But the Bangladeshi 


government spokesman said the 
Turkish Cypriot community had 
sent observers to previous Islamic 
meetings. 

Mr. Atakol was quoted by the 
Bangladeshi news agency BSS as 
saying: "We are ready to extend 
our peaceful hands to negotiate on 
equal terms (with the Greek Cyp- 
riots) to set up abi-communal and 
bi-zona! federal republic. 

"Now everything depends on 
the sincerity of the other parties 
involved.” 

A lop item on the agenda for the 
foreign ministers is expected to be 
finding a way to help restore unity 
within the PLO. The conference 
will also probably discuss the sit- 
uation in Cyprus and ways of end- 
ing the three-year-old Iran- Iraq 
war. 


Gemayel accepts results 
of his talks in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Leb- 
anese President Amin Gemayel 
said that progress was made tow- 
ards restoring Lebanon’s sov- 
ereignty during his three days of- 
talks with President Reagan and 
other U.S. officials. 

Mr. Gemayel. in a statement 
made just before he left Was- 
hington to return to Beirut, said 
the major topic of the talks was 
how to secure the removal of all 
non-Lebanese forces from Leb- • 
anon. 

“We have in this visit reviewed 
the mechanisms and the con- 
ditions that will lead to the lib- 


eration of Lebanon and to the res- 
toration of its sovereignty over ail 
its territory within its int- 
ernationally recognised bou- 
’ ndaries.” he said. 

He said the Lebanese people, 
were determined to continue “the. 
process of dialogue, reconciliation 
and reforms which took positive 
shape in Geneva.” 

Mr. Gemayel said the United 
States fully supported his goals. 

Secretary of State George 
Shultz was present as Mr. Gem- 
ayel made his statement, but had 
no comments. 


Egypt likely to lose trade war spoils 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 

CAIRO — Egypt, which has fed 
its 46 million people for most of 
1983 on cheap American wheat 
flour, now faces the prospect of 
higher bills for huge wheat and 
flour imports. 

The Egyptian government, 
which subsidises, bread so much 
that a loaf is literally cheaper than 
chicken feed, imports more than 
half its food requirements. 

Wheat and flour purchases run 
at 4.2 and 1.3 million tonnes a 
year and it is the world's number 
one importer of wheat Dour- 

Earlier this year, the country 
became a battleground for trade 
rivalries between the United Sta- 
les and the European Community 
over subsidised food exports. 

The U.S. pushed the Europeans 
out of the Egyptian market by off- 
ering to export one million tonnes 
of Dour at a price believed in the 
market to have been set as much 
as S3W a tonne below world prices. 

But the last shipment of sub- 
sidised American flour arrived 
late in September,' according to 
Western diplomats. They add 
there is little chance of further 
bargain deals from Washington 
next year. 

After recent record harvests, 
the U.S. Department . of Agr- 


iculture (USDA) reported the 
American crop fell this year by 
more than HJ million tonnes to 
65.5 million tonnes because of the 
worst heatwave in 3U years and 
government efforts to curb exc- 
essive production. 

USDA officials have said that 
government-owned stocks are 
now too low to sustain further sub- 
sidised deals. 

However, the European Com- 
munity increased its export sub- 
sidy on wheat flour last month in 
an attempt to win back part of the 
Egyptian market. Community 
sources here say the subsidy was 
increased by nearly 1U per cent. 

Egypt" s minister of supply and 
internal trade. Nagi Shatla, told 
Reuters that Egypt was nearing 
agreement on the import of about 
400,0110 tonnes of flour from West 
European producers, mainly Fra- 
nce. 

He added that the government 
had lined up 85 per cent of the 4.2 
million tonnes of wheat it will 
need next year. 

Two million tonnes will come 
from Australia in a deal estimated 
by industry sources as worth some. 
S3 18 million. 

Mr. Shatla said his country was 
expected to conclude a deal with 
the U.S. for the purchase of 1.2 
million tonnes of wheat to be bou- 


ght under special arrangements 
and Washington's food surplus 
programme. Another 500,000 
tonnes would come from France. 

Egypt would shop for tjie rest in 
the U.S. and Canadian markets or 
through international tenders, he 
said. 

While acknowledging food 
imports were a burden on Egypt, 
Mr. Shatla also complained that a 
record- amount of food was lost 
after arrival because of ina- 
dequate storage facilities. 

He declined to say how much 
rotted or was eaten by rats, but 
said the government planned to 
build a series of lUU.UUO-tonne 
silos in various ports and pop- 
ulation centres. 

Another burden on the treasury 
is the cost of subsidising bread. 
Mr. Shatla estimated that waste 
and over-consumption caused by 
low bread prices cost over SI bil- 
lion a year. 

The late President Anwar Sadat 
tried to tackle the problem by inc- 
reasing bread prices in 1 977, but 
provoked widespread rioting. 

A loaf still costs one piastre 
(about 1.2 U.S. cents) and Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak recently 
complained that farmers . were 
feeding bread to chickens because 
it was cheaper than proper chi- 
cken feed. 


Palestinians 

TUNIS 1 Rj — Tunisian President 
Habib BourguibaVwtfe wm to 
Algiers .to visit Palestinians rec- 
ently freed by Israel in a.swflip of 
prisoners, the Tunisian news age- 
ncy said. 

Wasula Bourgmba. who play* a 

major role in Tunisian 
is a strong supporter of the Pal- 
estinian cause, was influe ntial in 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat cho- 
osing Tank as his headquarters 
after being evacuated from Beirut. 

Mrs. Bottrgutba said at the air- 
port her visit was in line with Tun- 
isia's strong suppoh for the Pal- 
estinian cause end its only and leg- 
itimate representative, the PLO. 

Mrs. Bourguiba. accompanied . 
by Defence Minister Slaheddine 
Baiy. said she would also have 
contacts with Algerian officials. 

Relation s be tween Algeria and 
Tunisia have grown very close 
recently and Algerian Prime Min- 
ister Mohamed Ben Ahmed Abd- 
elghani signed agreements for 
three new joint economic ventures 
during a visit to Tutus Last week. 


Reagan plan 
cancelled out, 
Iraq says 

BAGHDAD i R) — Iraq said 
Sunday the latest U.S.-Israeli rap- 
prochement cancelled out Pre- 
sident Reagan'S; 1982 Middle 
East peace plan and blocked the 
road towards U-S. involvement in 
peace efforts. 

Commenting on the new U.S.- 
Israeli cooperation, the official 
daily Al-Thawra said it showed 
that Americas} bias against the 
Arab nations was increasing. 

“America has now become an 
overt enemy of the Arab Nation 
and not a mere ally of our Zionist 
enemy,” the paper said. 

“The accord between Reagan 
and (Israeli Prime Minister} Sha- 
mir has completely blocked the 
road leading to any possibility of 
resorting to the Ui». for achieving 
a just solution tin the .Middle E- 
ast>,” It Said. 

“This means the U.S. has bec- 
ome a direct and overt partner of 
the Zionist entity in any future 
aggression on the Arab Nation," it 
added. 


Bomb explodes 
harmlessly 
in S. Lebanon 

SIDON. Lebanon |R) — Gue- 
rrillas planted a bomb on the main 
coastal highway in Israeli-held 
South Lebanon Saturday night but 
it exploded without causing cas- 
ualties, Israeli military officials 
said. 

Five such bombs have now exp- 
loded in eight days. One slightly 
wounded an Israeli soldier. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


EXHIBITIONS 

* “ Electrification'' at the French Cul- 
tural Geocre. 

’ Orientalists' paintings at the Alia An 
Gallery. 

VIDEO FILM 

■ “Alistair Cooke's America-. The New 
Fraud Land" at the American Centre at 
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CULTURAL CENTRES 
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jam— Arch— Injral Mb — m Hasan 
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Jordan. JabaJ AJ QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 ajn. - 5.00 pm. 
( Fridays and official holidays 10.00am. 
4.00 pan.). Closed Tuesdays, 

Jordan National Gafloy: Contains a C0l- 
lection of p uin t lmifl , ceramics, and acu- 

e by contemporary Islamic artists 
nod of the Muslim countries and a 


collection of paintings by 19th v ntury 
orientalist artists. Mumzzah. Jabal 
Luwdbdch. Opening hours: lU.UUam. 
130 pm. ana 3-30 pm. - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TcL 30125. 


Martyra* Memorial (MBtary Maenad: 
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ing bom the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. O p e ning hours 9 
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17:50 


- (Sunrise) Same 

-.Dbuhr 

- ‘Asr 

— — Maghreb 

‘Isha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


This mftxrmaion a suppUed by Alia inf- 
ormation department al the Queen Am 
International Airport uL (OSJ 53230. 
when it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

07:00 Cairo (EA, 

99£5 Aqaba (RJj 

•9:15 Abu Dhabi (RJj 

0930 Jeddah (RJ) 

9M5 Dhahran. Kuwait (RJ) 

. — Cairo (RJ) 

— Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

IMS Doha. (RJ) 

1230 Muscat Dubai Abu DhabL Bah- 
rain <GA) 

Moscow iSU) 

1430 Belgrade. Istanbul (JU) 

1640 Kuwait fKAC) 

15*0 Jeddah. Medina (SVj 

1£30 Bangkok (RJ) 

17:15 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1830 Cairo (RJ) 

15^5 ...... Amsterdam. Athens (KLM) 

Cairo (EA) 

20:10 — „.... Tunisia, Cairo (TU) 

40 m — Frankfurt, Damascus (LH) 
Baghdad (IA) 

•0^5 Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


Cairo (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ)' 

— Cairo (£Aj 

Athens (OA) 

Damascus, Geneva. Zurich (SR) 

— Athens |RJ) 

Vienna, New York (RJ; . 

Paris, London (RJ) 

Geneva. Frankfort (RJ) 

Istanbul. Bucharest (RJ) ' 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi, Muscat 

— Moscow (SUj 

Cairo (RJ) 

Is ta n b u l. Belgrade (JU) 

Kuwait (KAC) 

Medina, Jeddah (SV) 


1930 Kuwait, Dhahran (RJ) 

IMS — Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

1 9*0 Jeddah (RJ) 

2<b®5 Cairo (EA) 

2fcl5 Baghdad (RJ) 

2830 Cairo (RJ) 

2030 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

2330 — Lisboa. Rio de Janeiro |IA) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Load seWbuy rat a in i 
Belgian franc 6731 6; 

Dutch guilder 12 HB 123 

Egyptian guinea 331.6 33i 

Fr enc h franc 44.8/ 4i 

Iran: dinar 349.1/ 357 

Italian Ihe (for 100) 22.6! 22 

Japanese yen (for 100) . 158/4 15S 

Kuwaiti dinar 1268.6 JL27J 

Lebanese lira 703/ 71 

Omani riyal 1071.6 10! 

Qatari riyal 101.7/ 102 

Saadi riyal 106.6/ l(n 

Swedish crown 463/ 46 

Swiss franc 169.8/ 170 

Syrian lira 583/ 59 

UAE dirham 101.1' 1IJ1 

U JL sterling pound — 540.9/ 544 

OS. dollar - 3703/ 372 

W, German mark 136.1/ 136 


WEATHER 


Meteorology. 

It will be fair, with medsnm and high 
clouds, and southeasterly m otf CTM e 

winds, fo Aqaba, winds wifl be rartheriy 

moderate and seas calm. 

Ltrwlhigh temperature bi deg.C 

Amman 7/21 

Aqaba 1 2/25 

Deeens ^23 

Jordan Valley 14/25 


per cent. 



USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES Dr- Jamil Zuhrii Maraqa 7614S 


Ambulance 193, 75m 

Fhstaid. fire, police 199 

Blood bank 75121 

Qvfl Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Poflee resene 192,21111,37777 

Pdfice headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 71125-B 

Queen Alia 1m. Airpon _ (U8) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Genre .. 813813-32 
Kha&fi Maternity, J. Amman 44281-4 

Akfleh Maternity, J. Amman - 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

MaDms, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Sbmetsani 664171-4 

Sbmeasam' Hospital 669131 

University Hbmftal 845845 

Dar Ai-Shtfa, J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Muasber Hospital 667227-9 

n* Is l a mi c . Abash 665292 

Al-Ahli, Abdaii 664164 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreen 77101-3 

Al-Badur, J. Ashrafidi 75111 

■Army. Marks 91611 


845845 
667158 
. 667227-9 
« 665292 

— 664164 

— 77101-3 

— 75111 

— 91611 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Othman Mustafa Qthmaa . 74024 


Dr. Jamil ^niirf- Maraqa ..... 

Nazrakb pharmacy 

AI Sfliam pharmacy ............ 

AJ Samab pharmacy 
Khamis pharmacy . 

Ai Jihad pharmacy 

Taxina taxi 

Jensakm taxi 

Tmner taxi 

Khalgri tan 

Korcfi taxi 

Waddah taxi - 

return 

Dr. Ibrahim AI Rabadhi ..... 
Shadi pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Taeq ffljjawi 

MataJqa pha rmac y 

general 

Jordan Tdevjskm .. 

Ratfio Jordan — II 

Ministry of Tourism | 

Hotel ppuptannti 

Price c ami fei lwM ... '7* 

Telephone: 

Ikhfob l fkj.1 i/ T ^ 

Jordan and Middle Eases ib"] 

Overseas eatfe ^ 

Cable or telegram 1 

Repair service 


..76149 
... 23672 
36730 
.676443 

f — I 

— 7U91U 

...44660 
... 39655 
, 666417 
...23715 
.841309 
.812454 


market prices 


Apple (Double Rod) . 

Apple (Golden) 

Apple (Starkea) 

Apple (Smith) — _ 
Appk (focal) 


Bnnatm ( Miifamwuir j _ 


Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower (white) 

Cuoanber flange) - 

Cucumber (small) .... 
Dates 


.270/220 
.260*230 
.220/180 
.220/ IRQ 
.270/220 
,230/200 
170/140 
.. 70/30 
130/100 
70/ 40 
150/100 
300 f 250 
180/150 
. 70/ 46 
120/ 80 
500/400 
320/250 


Grapes (wide) 
Grapes (black) 

Grapefruit — 

Guava 

Lemon .... 

Marrow (huge) 

Marrow (small) 

Mallow ... 

Olives ■- : — , 

Onion (dry) 

Okra 

Orange (Abu Sum} . 


Peers — ' 

Pepper (sweet) 
Pepper (hot green}. 


Radub v— 
Tomatoes 


——700 '600 

— 700/600' 

120/100 

400/300 

L 130/100 

30'- 20 

80' 50 

—j — 160 / 140 

400/ 350 

130/110 

150/100 

— 250/200 

: 360/100 

.700/600 

140/100 
HO/ 100 
——.780/150 
_—-T00 ' -80 
i— 180/ 130- 









Art viONDAi i>-LE.JtiBKH 5, 1983 


v 



israfi! 

$ 



SB? 

i rOGUft f flit. 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


Government offices to close Dec. 17 

AMMAN — AH government departments and public institutions 
mil dose Saturday Dec. 17 on the anniversary of the birthday of 
the Prophet Mohammad, according to a communique issued by 
the Prime Ministry Sunday. It said that all government dep- 
artments should hold religious ceremonies to mark the occasion. 

Odeh, Lawzi to attend agri fund 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) board of governors 
meeting scheduled to be held in Rome from December 5 to V. 
Jordan will be represented at the meeting by National Pl annin g 
Council (NPC) President Hanna Odeh, who is a governor of the 
fund, and Ministry of Agriculture Under-Seoretray Salem A1 
Lawzi in his capacity as a deputy governor. The Jordanian del- 
egation is due to leave for Rome Monday. 

Noor set to open centre for handicapped 

AMMAN (Pena) — Her Majesty Queen Noor will open Saturday 
AJ Raja' a centre for the rehabilitation of the handicapped here. 
The centre was established by the Queen Alia Jordan Welfare 
Fund (QAJWF) with assistance from Qatar. The centre, built on a 
1 ,700 square metre piece of land . includes a school , a clini c, two 
units for the rehabilitation of deaf mutes and other services. At 
least 150 children can be accommodated at the ceotre. 

UNEP team here to fight desertification 

AMMAN (Petra) — A United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) four-member mission is currently visiting Jordan to 
study ways of combating desertification and improving the Jor- 
danian environment. Accompanying the mission on its (our are a 
number of Ministry of Agriculture engineers. 

German agency photo show slated 

AMMAN ( J.T. ) — An exhibition of photography by Anne-Marie 
Kost, of the German Agency for Technical Cooperation, is sch- 
eduled to be opened on December 11 at 5:0U p.m. at the Jordan 
Intercontinental Hotel. The exhibition, which will feature “Ara- 
bian and African scenes," will open under the patronage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Alia AJ Hussein. 

World Bank to support education projects . 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Education Secretary-General 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat returned from New York Sunday evening 
af ter holding talks with the World Bank regarding financing for 
the sixth educational project The bank has agreed to grant a $40 
million loan to finance a number of educational institutions inc- 
luded in the sixth project of ministry. Dr. Arabiyat said. 




Arab ministerial rt*. .. i.g convenes here 


UAE minister warns 
against food shortage 


AMMAN (J.T,) — The economy and trade minister 
of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Seif Aii AJ 
Jarwan, called Sunday for the development of nat- 
ional resources to avert possible food shortages in 
the Arab World, according to Reuters News Agency. 


Foreign Minister Mu-wan Ai Qasem (second from 
right) briefs the press delegation from the Union of 


Journalists of the Soviet Union on Jordan's stand in 
relation to the Palestinians (Petra photo) 


Qasem meets Soviet journalists 


He told the start of a two-day 
annual ministerial meeting of the 
Council of Arab Economic Unity 
t CAEU) that Arab countries, col- 
lectively and individually, imp- 


measures by Arab governments. 

The ministers of economy, 
trade and finance from Arab Lea- 
gue member states will discuss in 
the two-day meeting issues con- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Marwan Ai 
Qasem Sunday morning received 
the visiting Soviet press delegation 
and explained to them Jordan’s 
stand towards the Middle East cri- 
sis with special reference to the 
recent developments in the Pal- 
estinian issue. 

Mr. Qasem also voiced Jordan's 
keenness to achieve a peaceful set- 
tlement that entails an Israeli wit- 
hdrawal from the pre-ly67 occ- 
upied Arab territories and a gua- 
rantee for the Palestinian people's 
legitimate rights including the 
right to seif deterrni nation. 

Mr. Qasem reiterated Jordan's 
support for the independence of 
the Palestinian decision and leg- 


itimate leadership. 

Speaking about the current pai- 
nful situation in Lebanon and the 
Iraqi- Iranian war. Mr. Qasem 
pointed out the necessity for con- 
tinuing international efforts to put 
an end to these situations in the 
interest of rhe countries con- 
cerned and their people and to 
bring peace and stability to the 
region. 

Later the Soviet press del- 
egation held talks with the Union 
of Journalists of the Soviet Union 
and the Jordanian Journalists 
Association. 

During the meeting, the two 
sides discussed ways of promoting 
cooperation between Jordanian 
and Soviet journalists through 


King condoles Majali family 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday delegated 
His Highness Prince Mohammad 
to convey his condolences to AI 
Majali family on the death of 
Saleh AJ Majali who was buried in 
Karak Sunday at noon. 

Prince Mohammad also att- 
ended the funeral ceremony. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
delegated the acting governor of 
Karak to participate at the funeral 


Music hall charms Amman audience 


By Anne Counsell 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman Players 
presentation of an "Old'.Tyme 
Music Hall", staged Saturday and 
Sunday evenings in the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre studio, was a lively, 
informal and entertaining night 
out. 

Twenty members of the 
Amman Players sung, danced and 
joked throughout the varied pro- 
gramme accompanied by Vauessa 
Batrouni and producer Kitty Eph- 
grave at the two pianos. The short, 
sharp sketches and variety in the 
repetoire held the attention of the 
audience who participated in the 
sing-a-long choruses of the old 
music hall favourites. 

Verbose prearablings 

Supervising the proceedings 
was the Master of Ceremonies, 
Jack Rigg, who introduced the 
acts with verbose preamblings. 
The acts themselves were gen- 
erally well presented and the ske- 
tches very amusing if one could 
hear all the jokes between the 
bursts of laughter from the aud- 
ience. 

Particularly good was the suit 
sketch in which the salesman. Don 
Pengilley, sold a “universal size" 
suit to the customer, John Alford. 
Although a farsical scenario, it 
was effective in exaggerating a sit- 
uation that many of us have enc- 
ountered with a pushy salesperson 
pressurising a purchase. 


The selection of songs was var- 
ied and typical of the traditions of 
music ball with- catchy choruses. 
Pat PengUley, in a top hat. bor- 
rowed from one British amb- 
assador, sang “Berlington Bertie 
from Bow” in her distinctive, 
strong and clear voice in addition 
to two other excellent solos. 

Jovial atmosphere 

The jovial atmosphere of turn 
of the century music half was cha- 
racterised by “My Old Man Said 
Follow the Van" sung by Doreen 
Mathams and the wonderful int- 
erpretation of “Old MacDonald 
had a Farm” presented by Evelyn 
and Larry Cooper, which was a 
delightful and highly amusing pre- 
sentation. 

The inclusion of the Stuart 
Mcpherson country and western 
band with Alison Woods out front 
added variety to the show, but the 


GENUINE SPARE PARTS 


DETROIT DIESEL ALLISON 


length of their set detracted from 
the music hall atmosphere and 
broke the continuity. 

. Local flavour 

The local flavour was mai- 
ntained by references to shops in 
Amman and a light-hearted joke 
about Alia, The Royal Jordanian 
Airline, in “Oh Mr. Ported", sung 

REVIEW 

by Pauline Waters and Evelyn 
Cooper, that was cleverly inc- 
orporated and effective. 

The use of different English 
accents was also very well done 
from the cockney rendition of 
"Any Old Iron'', sung by Fizz 
Waters and Don Pengilley, to the 
frightfully proper accent of John 
Bradley in “Have some Madeira 
M’ Dear”. 


G.M. 


OMECT TUIIIC Ca - 

Mddte East Otae 
TetT7563 Amman 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Under the patronage of Her Royal Highness 

Princess Majda 

The embassy of Japan in Amman is holding 
a doll exhibition 

On Tuesday Dec. 6, 1983 
from 12:00-16:00 

At the Ambassador's Residence near 4th Circle 
The public is cordially invited 
to visit it between 13:00 - 16:00 

Handmade dolls will be sold for charity 


FOR RENT 

A 300 square metres second floor apartment in Shmeisani, 
near Middle East hotel. Consists of three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, sitting room, salon, fully furnished ALNO kit- 
chen, and four verandas, with central heating. 

Calf Tel: 73164 - Irbfd 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A newly deluxe furnished apartment Comprises of two bed- 
rooms, two baths, fully-equipped kitchen, big sitting room 
and dining room. Centrally heated and with private tel- 
ephone. 

Location: Jordan University Professors Housing Quarter 

Please contact TeL 841545 


FURNISHED 
FLAT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room and 
two bathrooms with telephone and. central heating in 
first class building. 

Location: AI Hussain Housing Estate 
Please call tsi: 673261 and 661051 Betal 



ADVERTISEMENT 


The Alia Club would tike to announce a 
change of date in the staging of its gala 
night. It will no longer be held on Thursday 
December 8 but will now take place on 
Wednesday December 7 at the Int- 
ercontinental Hotel at 8:30 p.m. 

We also apologise for the previous err- 
oneous announcements which appeared in 
the newspapers about the change of day. 


exchange visits and information 
and press material. 

They also discussed the pro- 
vision of medical treatment for 
Jordanian journalists in Soviet 
hospitals. 

The talks are being held within 
the framework of an agreement 
between the Jordanian and Soviet 
governments signed at the end of 
last year. The Jordanian side in 

the talks was led by President of 
the Jordanian Journalists Ass- 
ociation Mahmoud AI Kayed. 


orted most of their commodities nected with Arab economic inl- 
and this increased the danger of egration. and programmes and 


food shortages in the Arab World. 
Arab countries should step up 


plans by the CAEU. 

They will also discuss a report 


efforts to exploit their potential by the council's secretary-general 
and establish joint Arab projects on Arab economies especially oil 
with a view to achieving a com- exports which constitute NO per 
prehensive and balanced national cent of Arab exports, as well as (he 


.economies, the minister said. 

CAEU Secretary-General 
Mahdi AJ Obeidi also addressed 
the meeting saying that the world 
economic crisis was adversely aff- 
ecting Arab economies which 
required concerted counter- 


establishment of an Arab fed- 
eration for drug manufacturers, 
according to the Jordanian News 
Agency. Petra. 

It added that Jordan's del- 
egation to the meeting is being led 


Walid Asfour. 

The council was set up in iy62 
to bring economic integration 
among the members of the Arab 
League. 

The council has set up four 
companies in whose capital the 
members participate and which 
are expected to assist Arab nat- 
ions in achieving economic self- 
sufficiency. 

An antibiotics plum is being 
built near Baghdad as the first pro- 
ject of the Arab Company for 
Drug Industries and Medical App- 
liance*. (ACD1MA). while a bro- 
iler chicken farm is nearing com- 
pletion in Jordan and sheep farms 
and other animal projects are 
being operated by the Arab Com- 
pany for the Development of 
Animal Wealth. 

Mining, industrial investment, 
priming and overland transport 
companies have either been for- 
med or are being planned as pan 


Cooperatives, population 
trends symposium begins 


and to convey his condolences to 
the family. 

Also taking part in the funeral 
of Mr. Majali, were the speaker of 
the National Consultative Council 
t NCC) Suleiman Arar, a number 
of ministers, NCC and Senate 
members, senior officials and a 
large crowd of mourners. 

Saleh A1 Majali, a former min- 
ister and senate member, died 
Saturday at the age of 73. 


Mr. Bradley, who could easily 
to typecast as an Oxbridge und- 
ergraduate. also did very well in 
his attempted recital of "The 
Green Eye of the Yellow God", a 
poem by Milton Hayes, in spite of 
repeated interruptions by Fizz 
Waters and Jeff Ball who por- 
trayed stereotypical British army 
officers possessing more up to 
date information regarding the 
situation in Katmandu. 

Despite a few minor flaws, the 
Amman Players did well and pro- 
vided an enjoyable evening's ent- 
ertainment and as usual the pro- 
ceeds are going to charity making 
it even more worthwhile. 

The money will go to the 
“ Home for the Daughters of Mar- 
tyrs". a school providing an edu- 
cation and home for the daughters 
and sisters of men killed in the 
battle for the Palestinian cause, 
regardless of their nationality. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A five-day 
symposium on cooperatives and 
population trends opened at the 
Jordan Cooperative Institute Sat- 
urday. 

The symposium is designed to 
familiarise members and leaders 
of cooperative organisations on 
population issues and their effects 
on economic and social activity. 

The first session was addressed 
by Jordan Cooperative Org- 
anisation (JCO) Director- 
General Hassan Nab nisi who 
spoke about population growth in 
Jordan. . 

He seaid that since 1948, Jor- 
dan has witnessed an increase in 
its population largely due to for- 
ced immigration caused by Zionist 
aggression and Israel's arbitrary 
measures against the Arab inh- 
abitants of the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Israel, he said, wants an empty 
land to settle more Jewish people. 

In his speech Mr. Nabulsi also 
spoke about the role of coo- 
perative organisations in Jordan in 
overcoming population problems. 

Altogether Jordan has 85 coo- 
perative societies with a total of 
6,421 members in addition to INI 
agricultural cooperative societies 


which help farmers to carry out 
their work and settle them near 
their land. Mr. Nabulsi said. 

Also speaking at the opening 
session was Labour Ministry 
Under-Secretary Tayseer Abdul 
Jaber who referred to the sem- 
inars and training programmes on 
population and cooperatives 
which are being held in Jordan. 

In reference to Jordan's pop- 
ulation, Dr. Abdul Jaber said that 
nearly a quarter of a million peo- 
ple are employed abroad, and that 
they transfer considerable amo- 
unts of their income to be invested 
in their homeland. 

The symposium was organised 
in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Labour, the Jordan Coo- 
perative Institute, the Int- 
ernational Labour Organisation 
and the U.N. Fund for Population 
Activities. 


by Minister of Industry and Trade of this self-sufficiency campaign. 

Two killed in bus crash 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — A road acc- The bus ran into (he back of the 
idem on the Mafraq H-4 highway truck which was parked at the side 
Saturday caused the death or inj- of the road and immediately burst 
ury of 28 people, according to a into flames killing the driver ins- 
report in AI Ra'i newspaper Sun- tantly and at least one of the pas- 


day. 

It said that the accident inv- 
olved a Kuwaiti bus carrying 34 
passengers and driven by I mad 
Abdullah, a Jordanian, and a 


sengers and trapping the rest, the 
report said. 

According to the paper. 15 of 
the passengers were taken to AI 
Mafraq government hospital for 


pick-up truck with Khleif Oudeh treatment while nine others were 
AI Seeb in the driving seat. sent to the Zarqa hospital. 

Ibrahim briefs U.S. team 

AMMAN t Petra) — Minister of Palestinian refugees (UNRWA). 
Occupied Territories Affairs Has- During the meeting. Mr. Ibr- 

san Ibrahim conferred in his office ahim also spoke about the suf- 
Sunday with the visiting U .S. con- ferings of the Palestinians and the 
gressional delegation and briefed arbitrary measures exercised by 
them on the general condition of the Israelis against the Arab inh- 
Palestinian refugees. abitants of the occupied lands. 

The minister spoke about the 

adverse effects on the refugees as A just peace cannot be achieved 


a resultofthe reduction of services unless the Palestinians regain the 
offered to them by the United Nat- right to self determination in their 
ions Relief and Works Agency for homeland, the minister said. 


... .. n 

■:J Attention housewives and young ladies 
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Announce 


Announce 


Free advise from a West 

German institute graduate beautician specialised in skin treatment. 
Our specialist is receiving visitors at the Beauty, Perfumeries and 
Presents section daily from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

AI Bostan Stores 

Tla’a AI Ali-Gardens 1 Road. 


CAR for SALE IN AQABA 

Talbot Solara SX 1981/82 blue, 88 horsepower, four 
cylinders with all the accessories, in an excellent con- 
dition. 15,000 kms on the clock. Jordanian number 
plate. To be sold for JD 2950. 

Call tel: 5181 or 4412 Aqaba after 4:00 p.m. 


NARA BOOKSHOP 

JABAL AMMAN 
Rainbow Street — 1st Circle 

- Open daily 
9:00-1:30 
4:00-7:00 . 
closed Sunday 

CHRISTMAS! 



BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CONTRACTORS AND IMPORTERS OF 
ELECTRO-MECHANICAL DEVICES 
AND DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 


We are offering following items at very com- 
petitive prices 

* Refrigerators, gas and electric ovens, watercoo- 
lers and water heaters 

* Coloured TV sets, and videos 

* Air conditioners, refrigerating compressors, air 
and water cooled condensers, evaporators. 

* Compact central heating systems for individual 
flats. Oil burners, hot water circulation pumps, 
PVC floor tiles, kitchen units. 

* All kinds of furniture, carpets, chandeliers and 
glassware 

To reduce the cost of your construction pro- 
jects don't miss this opportunity and apply to 
our office and showrooms immediately. We 
can give you exclusive agencies. 

Turkish Products Exhibition Co. 
Ltd. 


Office and showrooms in Wat oaqra Street 
P.0. B 926445, Phones 664958 - 668591 
Telexes 23438 TJTC JO - 22211 SANROK JO 













Adding fiael to fire 

THE U.S. air attack against Syrian ground positions in Leb- 
anon on Sunday is a dangerous escalation of an already tense 
situation in the Middle East. Needless to say, such actions by 
Washington, authorised by the presklent himself, could only 
add more complications to the process of finding a solution to 
the Lebanon problem, in particular, and in the area generally. 

To condemn American attacks against the Syrian army, 
whether in Lebanon or in Syria proper, for retaliation or 
whatever purposes, is not to say that we agree with the Dam- 
ascus regime's tactics or strategy vis-a-vis the current political 
situation in the Middle East. But, it must be clear to everybody, 
above all the Reagan administration, that you cannot correct 
wrong with wrong and, in a volatile atmosphere like this, 
replace diplomacy by big guns, air raids, and hope for the best. 

There has also been so much contradiction in U.S. policy on 
Lebanon in recent months that could not be settled by other 
means than going deep into the roots of the region’s problems 
and striving for genuine progress. It is simply not good enough 
■ to cane the boy when his behaviour is peculiar, and end up 
hurting yourself and him in the useless punishment. 

For all we know, Syrian policies on Lebanon have not ben- 
efited the Arab or the Lebanese cause; but has the U.S. not 
vacillated much in its judgement over them in the recent past? 
Syria’s attempts to split the Palestinians and replace the leg- 
itimate leadership of the PLO with another subservient to its 
will have been most damaging to the Palestinian cause and ha ve 
dealt a bard blow to the prospects of finding a comprehensive 
settlement to the Palestinian problem; did the Reagan adm- 
inistration not bury its bead in the sand when hearing about 
them, thereby missing a good chance to have a clearer picture 
of the situation in whose outcome it had a lot at stake? The 
Syrian regime’s negative role in the Iran-Iraq war presumably 
has nothing in common with official business in Washington 
lonly In as much as the Soviets came into It), but should the 
Americans continue to see things differently from one moment 
to another and from one place to the next, forgetting in the 
process its franctiwi as a global power striving for peace? 

Whatever Wadtington has tried to do in attacking those 
Syrian positions in Lebanon, the results have not been enc- 
ouraging, if not actually disastrous. The worst fhiiq* that could 
happen now is to continue along the same path of endless 
violence, endless suffering. 

More fig hting in the Middle East will solve nothing. For the 
L.S. to get involved in any of it will throw us way beyond where 
we even started — if indeed we have started. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Turkey's stance encouraging 

JORDAN SATURDA Y welcomed President Evren of Turkey in a 
manner that reflects the dose ties of friendship between the Turkish 
and Jordanian people. We believe that these ties are exemplary and 
based on mutual trust, respect and a willingness to further achieve 
cooperation in all fields. It is natural therefore that the visit is looked 
upon as a sign for new hope in launching joint economic and political 
activities between the two sides, for building up a brighter future for 
both peoples, and for bolstering the peace prospects in our region. 

We are encouraged by President Evren’s statement in which he 
displayed a deep understanding of the Palestine problem — as the 
core of the whole Middle East issue — and his realisation that the 
stumbling block remains Israel's occupation of Arab land and its 
denial of the Palestinian people’s rights. Cementing bridges of und- 
erstanding af, d cooperation between Turkey and the Arab W'orld can 
introduce new elements and adjust the balance of power existing in 
the region. Turkey has great international weight and can play a 
major regional and international role in bringing peace to our region. 

Al Dus tour: Evren 1 s policy appreciated 


TURKEY HAS accepted all U.N. resolutions concerning the Middle 
E^t issue and has pledged itself to help in every way possible to settle 

This fact was reiterated by President Evren at Saturday's banquet 
held in his honour by His Majesty King Hussein. The president also 
said that the whole Middle East issue is based on the Palestine 
problem and that his country would be willing to help resolve these 
questions. This is a reaffirmation and a new pledge by a friendly 
nation and reflects the strong historical lies between the Arab and 
Turkish nations. 

For his pan. King Hussein stressed the importance of solving the 
Palestine problem, which is the focal issue in the region, and res- 
toratiag Palestinian people’s rights in their homelands. King Hussein* | 
also referred to Jordan's policy which he said remained committed to 
the principles of the Great Arab Revolt and to its leaders who 
sacrificed their souls to defend Arab rights and independence. We 
appreciate Turkey's support for Arab rights and hope that further 
ways can be found to bolster our bilateral ties and cooperation. 


Sawt Al Shaab : U.S. loses credibility 

BOTH TN his speech at the dinner for President Evren and in his 
interview with the New York Times. King Hussein made it clear that 
Jordan seeks to regain Arab rights in Palestine regardless of the 
obstacles that stand in the way. The Palestine problem, as King 
Hussein said, will remain the crux of all the region's issues and the 
rights or the Palestinians in their homeland will be for Jordan the 
ultimate goal that it wants to achieve so that peace can be re- 
established. King Hussein made it clear that Israel has been creatine 
tensions in the region and has launched a number of ware with the 
purpose of liquidating the Palestine problem benefiting from dif- 
ferences among Arab states. Israel stands to gain from this game and 
therefore it acts to escalate tension ail the time. 

Israel will no doubt gain from the recently concluded U.$,-Israeli 
strategic agreement because this agreement will help it to carry out its 
policy. As King Hussein said, the United States, by allying itself with 
Israel, can no longer cling to its role as a peacemaker in our region. 
The Arabs will not be interested in helping Washington in its end- 
eavours unless the U.S. can re-establish its credibility as a genuine 
peacemaker and unless it forces Israel to give up its settlement policy 
and withdraw its forces from the occupied Arab lands. 
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DE FACTONOMICS 


Is 1984 budget contractionary? 


THE 1984 government draft 
budget was presented by the 
minister of finance to the Nat- 
ional Consultative Council last 
week. 

As it always has been, the 
budget is a very significant 
document that provides a det- 
ailed picture of what the gov- 
ernment intends to do in terras 
of revenue generation, current 
and capital spending and dom- 
estic and external borrowing. 
Due to the economic slowdown 
in Jordan, the 1 yR4 budget will 
have wider implications on the 
economy as the instrument for 
fiscal policy. 

While the budget is the main 
tool for fiscal policy and thus 
the government decisions reg- 
arding its overall magnitude 


and deficit financing have dir- 
ect impact on the national eco- 
nomic conditions, there is the 
temptation that decision- 
makers might look at the bud- 
get from the administrative 
viewpoint, only as it relates to 
the financial operations of the 
government. In other words, 
since Jordan is going through 
an economic slowdown period, 
its fiscal policy should be exp- 
ansionary. It should inject 
more liquidity into the eco- 
nomy than it collects. It should 
resort more to deficit financing 
and tax incentives. 

If this approach is not fol- 
lowed. it implies that either fis- 
cal policy is not used flexibly to 
affect the overall economic 
conditions in Jordan or that the 


necessary adjustment is left 
entirely to monetary and other 
policies. 

Looking at the 1VS4 draft 
budget from the purely adm- 
inistrative view as it deals with 
the financing of a dichotomised 
sector (the government!, it has 
a lot of merits in its for- 
mulation. It is a bold move 
towards achieving self-reliance 
in meeting recurring exp- 
enditures from domestic rev- 
enues IS8 per cent in the draft 
budget). Pie government was 
able to trim not less than toper 
cent of the current exp- 
enditures of its ministries and 
departments, thus reducing 
these expenditures not only 
relatively but also as compared 
with the 1VS3 budget. More 


funds are also to be allocated to 
basic — needs projects to ele- 
ctricity, roads and water. 

The government efforts to 
adjust to the deficiency in Arab 
financial assistance and to 
meet, at the same time, its def- 
ence obligations, support ste- 
adfastness in the occupied 
Arab areas, and repay due 
commitments on foreign loans 
are commendable. 

However, it should not be 
left unstated that aJJ these eff- 
orts were not painful. Add- 
itional Arab assistance is nee- 
ded to supplement the growth 
of domestic revenues. It is also 
needed to inject more liquidity 
into the economy and reverse 
the slowdown. 

The painful and hard choices 


in formulating our 1 984 budget 
should be exposed and con- 
veyed to the Arab Gulf cou- 
ntries. Our i draft budget is 

lower than IV'SJ by at least S 
per cent in real terms, which 
wilt have a contractionary eff- 
ect on the economy. Pic far- 
ther reduction in recurring 
expenditures will limit the gov- 
ernment’s ability jo create add- 
itional jobs to meet the 4.5 per 
cent annual increase in labour 
supply. The government is for- 
ced to spread the Five-Year 
Development Plan's dev- 
elopment expenditures over a 
longer period, thus delaying 
the implimemaiion of sigr- 
nificant projects. 

The comparison between the 
19X4 draft budget and the 


W3 re-cstimm^ may 
a mote optimistic fedmg. but 
who can be sore thatxhe 1W 
draft budget wifi have a better^ 
chaocc fc^attimptenieotation 
than that of ,W- The irx- 
.reastf ® domestic revenues 
from an estit^e of JD 424 mil- 
lion m 1W>3 to JO 449 million 
in 1984 may not be realised 
‘ unless new sources are tapped 
or present revenues increased. 

The contractionary effect at 
the. J9H4 budget on the eco- 
nomy should be compensated 
for by an .expansionary mon- 
etary policy and stimulating 
investment and trade mea- 
sures. Otherwise, even the att- 
ainment of the* budget obj- 
ectives would become more 
difficult. 


Watch what Reagan does, not what he says 


By Peter Jenkins 


m/mm/ HPer 
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PRESIDENT REAGAN'S sense 
of American confidence regained 
is not shared by its European all- 
ies. At first they had hop«i that a 
| strong Reagan presidency would 
be better at least than the flip-flop 
! Carter performance. They were 
soon disappointed. 

llie new administration for too 
long showed no interest in ope- 
ning Lhe arms control dialogue 
which had been agreed as the con- 
comitant of NATO' s nuclear force 
modernisation. The bitter row 
over the Soviet gas pipeline in the 
summer of 19X2 neatly enc- 
apsulated the allies' two chief 
complaints; American policy was 
guided by a crude anti-Sovietism; 
decisions in Washington were 
unpredictable and unreliable as 
ideological factions warred aro- 
und a president scarcely able to 
grasp the issues at hand. 

The Grenada incident has taken 
on a special significance in British 
politics, splitting the Conservative 
Party and further tarnishing the 
prime minister's reputation for 
strong and clear judgement. Fra- 
nce took a typically cynical view of 
the incident and it was soon off the 
from pages there. The Germans, 
nervous about everything at the 
moment, did no more than a rou- 
tine winge. 

Nevertheless, the affair has left 
in everyone’s mind, including 
some American ones, a for- 
eboding about Washington’s crisis- 
in Lebanon and her ent- 
anglements in Central America. 
In each case there is the danger 
that complex eventualities will be 
perceived as part of a global Soviet 
conspiracy and responded to acc- 
ordingly. 

There is cause for this European 
concern about the way foreign pol- 
icy decisions are reached in Was- 
hington. The Reagan adm- 
inistration is unusual for the size of 
the gap between the policy- 
making bureaucracy and the 
decision-makers, who are a small 
group consisting mostly of the pre- 
sident's intimates. This is one of 
the reasons why Reagan has been 
able to remain ideologically intact 
in the Sodom and Gomorrah of 
the nation's capital, which is pan 
of the secret of his success. 

It means also that a lot of the 
policy-makers' time and energy is 


spent trying to re-establish control 
over decision-making. Although 
the White House is well organised 
i the most effective White House 
since his day. says one Kennedy 
veteran) the president seldom, if 
ever, pan icipates in forma live pol- 
icy discussion: he comes anew to 
each decision. 

Phis leaves the "pragmatists" 
and "ideologues" to compete for 
his ear. Weinberger and Clarke 
fighL a rearguard action while 
Haig is away and reverse the pip- 
eline decision to the infuriation of 
the allies. Kirkpatrick visits Cen- 
tral America, wins the president 
over to a harder line, and sets off a 
purge in the State Department. 
When Clarke leaves tor was he 
fired?) as national security adviser 
the factions war openly — "min- 
dless palace guardism." said Was- 
hington columnist Joseph Kraft. 

This Byzantine way of pro- 
ceeding — ill-fitted, you may 
think, to the responsibility of a 
superpower — has its com- 
pensations. “It means decisions 
stay open longer." said a Slate 
Department official. It also means 
that the administration’s critics 
can't have it both ways: unp- 
redictable factionalism and ide- 
ological consistency don’t go tog- 
ether. and nor have they in the 
conduct of the Reagan foreign pol- 
icy. 

During the first two years of the 
administration it stuck to its ide- 
ological guns towards the Soviets 
but made pragmatic adaptations 
in a number of regional situations 
— China-Taiwan. Southern Afr- 
ica. and Central America. Then, in 
a spirit of renewed strength and 
confidence, the president was per- 
suaded last spring to open us his 
second track, or "Nixon option", 
with the Soviets. 

Although the process might be 
slow, it was to be open-ended and 
lead ior so it was hoped) to a 
Reagan- Andropov summit and an 
outline arms control agreement 
next year. Nowhere was this more 
devoutly desired than among the 
president’s lop political aides to 
the west wing of the White House 
or than by the First lady, who res- 
ents her husband 1 s reputation as a 
gunslinger from way out West. In 
other words, the idea was to run as 
a peace candidate. 

The dialogue between Was- 
hington and Moscow developed a 
lot further than the Russians have 


ever admitted. Not only were 
some of the post-. Afghanis tan san- 
ctions removed, consulates reo- 
pened and soon, bui the Russians, 
in back-stairs deal in vladrid. ref- 
rained from imprisoning IlH» 
"refuseniks" and were even tal- 
king about Shcharansky. 

W hen the Korean airliner was 
shot down Secretary of State 
Shultz quickly signalled to Mos- 
cow- that the United States knew 
whai had happened and didn't 
want the dialogue to become a 
casualty’. Hie Soviet leadership 
was unable or unwilling to accept 
the blame or express remorse, 
rhat was the end of the Reagan- 
Andropov summit. 

Nevertheless, and it is imp- 
ortant. Reagan quickly rejected 
the hardline advice which was 
coming from Weinbeigerandoth- 
• ers who wanted to break off even 
the Geneva disarmament neg- 
otiations in a package of 
Afghunistan-style. who argued 
that the Soviets had committed a 
crime against international avi- 
ation. not an act of hostility tow- 
ards the United States. What 
would his rightwing Republican 
constituency say? "Let them vote 
for George .vlcGovem." the pre- 
sident is reported to have said. 

Jfhe KAL 007 affair reinforced 


succession politics with Andropov 
never firmly in charge. Now they 
believe that he has suffered a heart 
attack while undergoing a kidney 
operation and. although likely to 
remain in office, will require dia- 
lysis. They therefore do not ant- 
icipate further progress in their 
dialogue for the time being and in 
this way their assessment is sym- 
biotic with the declared Soviet 
view that no useful business can be 
done with Reagan administration. 

Nevertheless, the longer-term 
prognostication for the dev- 
elopment of US -Soviet relations is 
surprisingly, indeed astonishingly, 
hopeful and positive. According 
to one official specialist. " 1 can see 
us entering into one of the his- 
torically best periods of Soviet- 
American relations." 

Three factors, thus, should be 
borne in mind in assessing Ame- 
rican conduct in the crisis area of 
the Middle East and its backyard 
eatanglement in Central America. 
Hie first is that the Reagan adm- 
inistration is proceeding from a 


sense of greater confidence, which 
may encourage either greater ass- 
ertiveness or permit greater res- 
traint. 


Moscow are justifiably suspicious 
of the firmness, consistency, and 
rationality of each other's 
decision-making capacities. 

In the Lebanon the first if uns- 
poken, American priority is to get 
the Marines home by election day. 
Their presence in Beirut leaves 
the president permanently thr- 
eatened by the kind of disaster 
which occurred on Oct. 23 and 
which, if it were to happen again 
during election year, could do for 
him what the Iranian hostages did 
foj Carter. • 

Behind the show of naval forces 
which is going on off the shores of 
the Lebanon are a number of sev- 
ere constraints on American act- 
ion. There is no military role that 
fell to them when the Israelis sud- 
denly pulled out of the Beirut area 
in September. 

Congress would not permit the 
scale of military involvement req- 
uired to prop up the Uemayel reg- 


ime in the absence of a modus viv- 
endi with some of the Arab fac- 
tions. The Multi-National Force, 
which includes a small British con- 
tingent, would pull out if Ame- 
rican policy went in that direction. 
America cannot afford to alienate 
the Gulf states while the iran-lraq 
conflict threatens at any moment 
to block the Straits of Hormuz. 

tshat has happened in Was- 
hington is something very tra- 
ditional as election year app- 
roaches. Policy has tilted towards 
Israel. Shultz, whose policy was to 
cone to terms with Syria if he 
could, has been persuaded by 
pro-Israeli officials that a strong 
Israel is the first necessity for cut- 
ting Syria’s regional ambitions 
down to size. 

A question which no one tn 
Washington can answer is how the 
goals of Lebanese reconciliation, 
denial of the Lebanon to Syria, 
Israeli withdrawal from the south, 
a resumption of the broader peace 
process on the basis of the Reagan 
plan for a Palestinian entity an a 
West Bank linked to Jordan, and 
the bringing home of the .Marines 
could be simultaneously achieved, 
or even logically pursued. 

rhe dangers of direct or proxy 
confrontations are obvious, but 
the intended purpose of the ren- 
ewed "strategic cooperation" 


between the U.S, and Israel K. 1 
suspect, to facilitate -an. American 
disengagement from the Lebanon 
and not to bring her into conflict 
with >yria. It is a kind of Vic- 
tnainisation. this time before a 
Vietnam can occur. 

In Central America, where the 
protagonists live in daily fear dr 
hope of a greater American inv- 
olvement. the problems facing the 
Reagan administration are of a 
different order. Geographic pro- 
ximity and the Monroe Doctrine 
noi-withstanding. this is a sec- 
ondary theatre of operations 
compared with the Middle bast. 
Anything to do with Cuba and 
Communism in Central America 
is of intense interest to the ide- 
ological right, a significant ele- 
ment of the Reagan constituency, 
but the White House pollsters arc 
in no doubt that direct military 
adventures in Central America 
would not go down well with the 
public at large. 

It has become more important 
to watch what the president does 
than to listen to what he says or. as 
a wit once said of Eisenhower, 
worry about if and what he thinks. 
Reagan's Washington at close 
hand is a somewhat more rea- 
ssuring place than when seen from 
afar. The Guardian. 


The scond is that behind the 
“megaphone diplomacy" a dia- 
the American appraisal of the Sov- lqgue has begun, a most important 
iets as continuing in the throes of shift in U.S. policy, and that the 

president would prefer to run for 
reelection as a man of peace. Hie 
third is that both Washington and 


Tanaka lacks not admirers 


By Linda Sieg 
Reuter 

KASHI WAZAKI. Japan — In a 
few more weeks this corner of 
Japan will be covered in snow and 
the voters of Niigata district will 
again remember their benefactor. 
Kakuei Tanaka, prime minister of 
a decade ago. 

It was Mr. Tanaka, now at the 
centre of the nation’s biggest 
post-war political scandal, who 
brought snow-clearing machines 
and a host of other civic benefits to 
his north-western coastal con- 
stituency far from the affluence of 
Tokyo. 

Talking to Niigata inhabitants, 
it seems clear that most of them 
care little whether or not Mr. Tan- 
aka was guilty of taking a S2 mil- 
lion bribe from the Lockheed Air- 
craft Corporation. He was sen- 
tenced last month to four years in 
jail after being found guilty on this 
charge. 

And when Mr. Tanaka, still 
Japan's most powerful politician, 
next faces the polls experts agree 
there is little doubt that his native 
Niigata will send him back to the 
House of Representatives by a. 
solid margin. 

That lest could come next 
month, when the snow-clearers 
provided by Mr. Tanaka will be 
.well in public view. 

“ We always suffered because of 
the snow " recalled Hajime Ueki, 
manager of a local construction 
company. 

But Mr. Tanaka has done more 


than just keep roads free of snow 1 
in winter. He also provided Nii- 
gata with a S6.3 billion speedy 
"bullet train" out of government 

funds. 

Critics argued there was no 
commercial justification for the 
train and to this day it runs at a loss 
from lack of passengers. But the 
voters like iL 

National public work exp- 
enditure per capita is higher for 
Niigata than for any other pre- 
fecture except the und- 
erpopulated northern island of 
Hokkaido. 

Along well-paved roads, many 
Still being improved, rise new con- 
crete schools, homes for the eld- 
erly, cultural and sports centres. 
An atomic generating plant in. 
Kashiwazaki will be one of the lar- 
gest in the world when completed. 

Mr. Tanaka’s supporters here 
argue that such benefits are mer- 
ely righting an historical wrong. 

"This district has always been 
underdeveloped." Mr. Ueki said. 
“In the past other regions ben- 
efited from national taxes and 
none of it came to Niigata. Mr. 
Tanaka is only redressing the imb- 
alance." he said. 

Mr. Tanaka's supporters argue 
that his plan to redistribute inv- 
estment, industry and population 
away from southern Japan to Nii- 
gata was good for the country as a 
whole. 

"It wasn't just for Niigata, it was 
for all of Japan.” Mr. Ueki said. 

Faced with attacks on their nat- 
ive son by the media and opp- 
osition parties, Mr. Tanaka loy- 
alists marshal an array of arg- 


uments. 

Cynics maintain that all pol- 
iticians do the 5a me to get the vast 
sums necessary for election cam- 
paigns. 

The deeply rooted Japanese 
custom of mutual gift-giving is 
also invoked in defence of Mr. 
Tanaka's actions. “Employees 
give gifts to their employers at new 
year's and midsummer as thanks 
for past favours and in ant- 
icipation of future benefits.” Ter- 
uhiko Sakurai, owner o£ a small 
factory, said. 

“For Tanaka to have taken 500 
million yen i$2 million) is Lhe 
same as for you or I to take S.UIKJ 
yen tS2U),“ he argued. 

But some use loftier arguments 
to explain their support. Mr. Tan- 
aka is the child of Kashiwazaki, 
said Mayor Tetsuya Imai." A child 
may do something wrong and get 
caught. But does a mother aba- 
ndon her child? 

Even his opponents agree that 
when an unrepentant Tanaka 
stands for re-election, such sen- 
timents will assure him a solid vic- 
tory. Bui there are dissenters here. 

“1 was ashamed the day of the 
Lockheed verdict.” a young for- 
mer school-teacher said. “ Neither 
J nor my family will vote for him." 

Some see a tinge of colonialism 
in Mr. Tanaka's treatment of his 
home province. 

"It's like the British building 
roads and railways in India." said 
Masayoshi Sakai, a part-time pro- 
fessor at Niigata University. Cap-> 
ital comes from the outsides and 
profit returns to Tokyo, he arg- 
ued. 


THIS IS A WARNING 

MOHAMMAD MAHMOUD JUM’AA AND SONS 

COMPANY 

announces that it is the sole agents for JVC hi fi, video and 
television sets in Jordan. We are ready to carry out maintenance 
work and supply spare parts for ail imported video sets sold by 
our branches and accredited distributors in Jordan 

“only in accordance with the serial number* ’ 

We take no responsibility for sets that were not sold by our 
branches and accredited distributors which do not normally 
carry the serial number of our workshops 
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Movies: The most popular programme on TV 


While television programme 
come and go, films are eternally 
propula Chris DnnfeJey looks 
at die future of the movies. 

There is just one type of pro- 
gramme material ' which pra- 
ctically everybody in the television 
industry — whether broadcaster, 
investor or hardware whis kid — 
seems to agree will definitely att- 
ract audiences to the new tec- 
hnologies: Moves. 

In the past year or so confidence 
in the future of cable and satellite 
television has vacillated wildly. 
Beliefs about the prospects for. 
say. an all-news channel vary dep- 
ending upon whom you talk to. 
Some point to Ted Turner’s Ame- 
rican news cables and declare that 
similar ventures will succeed els- 
ewhere. Others say that the Ame- 
ricans are the only ones with the 
money nowadays to sustain pro- 
per global news operations and 
that American news will not int- 
erest other viewers. 

Some believe more and more 
sports bodies will do television 
deals for exclusive and therefore 
high-price cable coverage. Others 
believe that the economics will 
work only in a few specialised 
cases: World heavyweight title 
fights, top snooker matches, and 
so on. 

The one thing about which 
there is unanimity is cinema films. 
Everyone agrees they will work, 
and it is not hard to see why. The 
biggest success story of American 
cable is Home Box Office whose 
main offering is movies. 

It is not yet widely appreciated 
that cable channels involve an ent- 
irely new attitude towards tel- 
evision. Instead of a “bro- 
adcaster" developing a carefully 
mixed output of comedy followed 


by news followed by drama and so 
on in a schedule designed to catch 
and hold the viewer, cable ope- 
rators, especially on movie cha- 
nnels, can afford to offer perhaps 
only five items a week, repeated 
oyer and over again so that the 
viewer can choose his own time to 
watch. 

The prospects for cable movie 
channels of that sort in Britain 
seem as bright as anywhere in view 
of the huge popularity of moves on 
our existing broadcast networks. 
Recent viewing figures for ins- 
tance show the number I spot in 
BBCs Top Ten filled by a repeat 
showing of the 1968 Clint Eas- 
twood movie Coogan’s Bluff with 
1U.S million viewers. 

Nor was that the biggest movie 
audience of that week: The ind- 
ependent channel, ITV. attracted 
1 3.75 million with Jaws 2. Nor was 
it the oldest movie: Battle of the 
River Plate, the week's most pop- 
ular programme on Channel 4, 
first appeared in 1956. Come to 
that, the John Wayne western Tail 
in the Saddle, which was fifth in 
the BBC2 Top Ten, was first rel- 
eased during World War IL Nor, 
incidentally, was it the rottenest 
film to get into a Top Ten: That 
claim goes to Taizan and the Val- 
ley of Gold which came eighth on 
the BBC2 list with 2.9 million 
viewers. 

The fact is that, other things 
being equal (time of day, the opp- 
osition and so on), an old movie 
will almost invariably prove more 
popular than one of television's 
own programmes. Yet the cost of 
movies is only a fraction of the cost 
of original television. At the BBC 
the cost of a first showing of a 
bought -in film averages about 
£15.000 (522,000) an hour whe- 
reas their own drama costs 
£21X1,000 (5300,000) an hour. 



John Wayne 

In fact films are cheaper than 
almost everything: Making com- 
edy at the BBC now costs 
£140.000 an hour, variety 
£75,000. educational pro- 
grammes £65,01X1, features and 
documentaries £60,000. chi- 
ldren's programmes £45.000. and 
even current affairs cost twice as 
much as films: £30,01X1 an hour. 
Only repeats at £2.500 an hour 
are substantially cheaper than 
films. Furthermore, according to 
figures recently quoted by BBC 
Director General AJasdair Milne, 
ITVs average costs are 34 per 
cent higher than the BBCs.' 

Thus it is not difficult to und- 
erstand the temptation for bro- 
adcasters to include films in their 
schedules as often as possible. Nor 
is It difficult on the other hand to 
appreciate the fury of our residual 
film industry when it sees tel- 
evision raiding the cinema store 
cupboard and using their old stock 
to “steal” the audience. Pre- 
sumably if the film industry could 
make a better profit by showing 
the films in cinemas they would 
not sell to television, but that does 
not cheer up the cinema ent- 
husiasts very much. 

Having myself grown up with 
films and not with television my 
first love was the cinema and there 
are certain films which l believe 


should never be watched on the 
box. Some directors worked with 
such profound consciousness of 
the circumstances in which their 
films would be seen — in large, 
dark, crowded public area with the 
picture larger than life and dom- 
inating the proceedings — that it is 
absurd to commit their films to a 
little screen in the comer of a bri- 
ghtly lit sitting room where cha- 
ttering family groups dominate 
the picture. 

From D.W. Griffith’s stu- 
pendous movie Intolerance to 
Lucas's Star Wars in which the 
Dolby sound system of a big cin- 
ema plays an essential pan, some 
of the greatest films ever made 
should not be watched on tel- 
evision except by those who def- 
initely stand no chance of seeing 
them in their intended sur- 
roundings. Millions of people will 
get their first opportunity to see 
the greatest achievement of the 
silent cinema, Abel Gance's Nap- 
oleon. which is being shown this 
raoath (November) on British tel- 
evision. 

But nobody should imagine that 
watching it on a small screen at 
home can reproduce the aesthetic 
or emotional experience of sitting 
in the Empire Theatre Leicester 
Square with a full orchestra acc- 
ompanying the film. The mom- 
entous impact of the final triptych 
sequence projected onto three 
adjoining cinema screens cannot 
be even approximated by tel- 
evision. How would BeeLhoven's 
Ninth sound on a piano acc- 
ordion? 

That said. I am grateful like so 
many viewers for the chance to 
watch again those classic movies 
which do not lose all that much 
from being on the box: The Phi- 
ladelphia Story and the 1 941 Pre- 
ston Sturges comedy The Lady 


Eve starring Barbara Stanwyck as 
a stunning cardsharp in real silk 
stockings with Henry Fonda as the 
sucker, both recently shown on 
British television, 

Already this year BBC2 has 
provided a marvellous season of 
Marilyn Monroe movies from 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes to The 
Misfits, and now channel 4 is run- 
ning a fascinating season called 
"What The Censor Saw”. The 
huge advantage here is that ins- 
tead of being flung into the sch- 
edules piecemeal as ratings bait, 
the films have been selected with 
some care and are being int- 
roduced on screen — albiet too 
briefly — by ITVs chief film 
buyer Leslie Halliweii. 

Many of the prints used by tel- 
evision actually seem to be better 
than those habitually seen in art 
bourse cinemas. 

In the end the important que- 
stion is this: Given that our con- 
ventional broadcast networks and 
cable television and satellite ser- 
vices all want lots of movies, and 
given that the decline of the cin- 
ema seems irreversible, can tel- 
evision itself somehow create the 
necessary material? At one time 1 
believed it could, and that som- 
ething like Channel 4's co- 
production scheme with films such 
as the British-made The Plo- 
ughman's Lunch and Angel see- 
med very promising. 

But now that we are actually 
seeing them come to the screen 
the results are discouraging: In the 
cinema The Ploughman's Lunch 
looks like stretched television, and 
not one of the Film On Four pro- 
ductions I have seen so far has dis- 
played the magic of true cinema. 

Thanks to its style and ethos, 
thanks to the very pa laces to which 
the fans flocked to see the films, 
cinema created stars: Greta 




it 'sea y y 


Marilyn Monroe 

Garbo. Gregory Peck. John 
Wayne. Marilyn Monroe. They 
were larger than life and offered to 
take us out of our lives and into 
realms of fantasy. 

The "new wave” directors now 
working on the borders between 
cinema and TV — Roland Josse, 
Richard Eyre. Mike Leigh and 
Siephen Frears — are clearly not 
the least interested in fantasy. On 
the contrary their chief concern 
seems to be rubbing our noses in 
their version of humanity. They 
owe far more to the traditions of 
television than to the cinema. 

The flickering box in the corner 
of our rooms at home has an ent- 
irely different style and ethos and 
the most that television has ever 
managed to create is domestic 
personalities: Michael Parkinson. 
Angela Rippon. Terry Wogan. 
Eamonn Andrews. As with a che- 
eky milkman or batty neighbour it 
is their familiarity which is valued. 
They are only too “real” and Ife- 
size. When viewers chance to meet 
them in the street they say 
" Hello" thinking they know them. 

1 am afraid television will never 
be a proper substitute for cinema, 
and there will be a monumental 
fight between the new technology 
and the old for those scarce stocks 
of the real McCoy. — Financial 
Times news feature- 


Randa Habibs 
Overzealous helpers 

The other day 1 was a witness to an accident that shook me. 

Only twenty metres from my house, a car hit a child 7 or 8 years 
old who was crossing the road. Attracted by the accident, passers 
by, drivers and members tf the child’s family gathered around the 
child, who was screaming in pain while all the people were creating 
a commotion. 

Finally, the driver who had hit the child screamed that the child 
should be taken to the hospital. Soon enough, at feast 10 people (I 
am not exaggerating) rushed to the car, all warning to accompany 
the child. 

finally, 5 people squeezed themselves into that car and the 
others said they would follow. It was then that the worst happened. 
The child was carried in a careless way and placed on the lap of one 
of the two front-seat passengers- I could not but think of the 
consequences of such carelessness. 

I know a young lady who was victim of a small accident. Having 
fainted, she was transported by passers by in such a way that she 
was treated for neck problems for six months afterwards. 

Jordanians are known to be generous and spontaneous. They 
rush to help you if they feel you need it. 

However, panic and bad organisation can be very costly to the 
person who needs help. For heaven's sake, let us not carry a 
wounded person like a bag of potatoes. 


10 billion stamps sold 
annually in W. Germany 


BONN Jhc liundcNpONt sells roughly DM l*t billion worth of 
postage stumps a year. .Stamps to the value of j bom DM 2S5 million 
are bought by collectors, of which there are an estimated 3.5m in the 
Federal' Republic of t termanv- Some xuu.wmi have all new issues 
sent to them by one ot the three philatelic bureaus, which also handle 
45iU'ini one-Ofl orders a year. 

Alongside definitive and special issues for the Federal Republic 
and \\ est Berlin there are 22 stamps a year with a surcharge tor 
charity. I hc proceeds gen to charities, youth organisations and the 
Sports Aid Founduions. 

Stamp collecting rivals sport as one o! the t icrmaiis* favourite 
hobbies. Philatelists have lately paid increasing attention to the pre- 
stamp era and to special letters, postcards and cancellations t iet - 
man feature. 
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^CHINESE^ 


TAIWAN ! 
TOURISMO 

| 3rd Circle. Jabal Amman 

! Opp. Akilah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
? and Flaming Pot 
also Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
12:08 - 3--30 p.nl. 

6:30 p.m- - midn i gh t 

Tel. 41093 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Aireondrttoned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


CHINA 

RESTAURAN 


I 


SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 11-30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 



SHAKHSHOt 
Kant A Car 

Mercedes &. Datsnn 

Middle East Hotel 

Tel: 668958 

667159 667160 eat. 124 

P.O. Box 9122 

Amman, Jordan 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


☆ Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ \Nb\\ units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
.☆ClubB for children 

☆ Modem Danish design 
* Feather upholstery 

☆ panish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 




. The youtnfui 
style with an 
eye to the future 


The MasterCard 
Credit Card. . 
Now ^ 

in Jordan r 


Welcome at foe \ 
best hotels. 
restaurants, airlines. 

.car rental companies. , 

travel agencies and 
select stores in Jordan ' v- 
and' the Middle East. 



^ MasterCard* 

Use it with utmost confidence 



One of the best 
hotels in Amman 
THE 

AMBASSADOR 


IN 

SAB ASTI A 
RESTAURANT 
KOREAN 
JAPANESE 
CHINESE 
EUROPEAN 
FOOD 

Tel. 665 16 1 62 63 
Ext. '>3 


Vic Oi ler The Ultimate in Service 





Enjoy the viewer Amman 
in warm surroundings 
and have an excellent 
selection of hot and cold 
continental and oriental . 
dishes. 
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Mafia, d VUl ®10 


Tel. 44642 Near Khalidi Hospital 



The N; 
A mbassador 
Night 
Club 


call 663100 tor reservations 
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• snipping 4 tonwardtng (air. land, sea) • 
•PWPKWnq'efKtng’eHma 

• door-to-do or sarv ice 

CROWN INTERNATIONAL EST. 

Rwi— : Jabal Hussain - fir as Circle 
Tat. B04O9O • Tlx 22205 BESMCO JO 
m— I- Tat. 5778 


MIRAMAR 

HOTEL 

Aqaba 


Room rates: 

Single JD £L- 

Doubfe JD 11.- 

Triple JD 14.- 

Ftamlly apartment JD 20.- 


Continental breakfast Inc- 
luded 

Special rates tor monthly res- 
idents and groups. 

Please cal M: 4339 - 4341- 


Tetox: 62275 
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A1 Jazirah beats A1 Ahli 
in 2nd leg of Premier 
Division soccer match 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ai Jazirah soccer team Sunday 
defeated AI Ahli 2-1 in the first match of the second 
of the Premier Division football league. The 
match was attended by about 12,000 spectators here 
at the Hussein Sports City stadium. 


Two more seeds out of Open j Seko wins Fukuoka maratfirin 


Ai Ahli scored the first goal in 
the 19th minute when midfielder 
Shaker Sal am eh scored a header 
past Jazi rah’s goalkeeper after a 
pass from Issa AI Turk. Thr- 
oughout the first half both teams 
played equally well taking turns in 
threatening each others' nets. 

AI Jazirah, whose search for the 
net intensified in the second half 
came very close on several occ- 
asions with powerful shots and- 
superb solo runs until the 77th 
minute when forward Hiimi Taha 
was able to score the equaliser 


after feinting through Ai Ahli def- 
enders and powering a steep vol- 
ley into the net. 

Three minutes before the end of 
the match, Jazirah's Salah Ahmad 
was able to penetrate the AI Ahli 
defence after c run and a dev- 
astating long range shot that hit 
the net scoring the second goal 
and giving the edge for AI Jazirah 
over AI Ahli 2-1. 

The substitution that AI Ahli 
coach made to his team in the sec- 
ond half as well as change of tac- 
tics did not pay off. 


MELBOURNE (Rj - Brian 
Teacher and Steve Demon joined 
Vitas Gerulailis on the casualty 
list of seeded Americans' when 
they were knocked out of the Aus- 
tralian Open Tennis Cha- 
mpionships at Kooyong on Sun- 
day. 

Australian teenager Pat Cash 
snuffed out a mid-match revival 
by 1 lth-seeded Teacher, the 1989 
champion here, to gain a third 
round victory after five tense sets 
6-4. 7-6. 6-7'. 2-6. 7-5. 

In the same round Denton, the 
14th seed, succumbed to a gritty 
performance by Britain’s John 
Lloyd, who overcame his early 
doubts to win 7-6. 6-2. 6-3. 

The sixth-seeded Gemlaitis, 
who beat Lloyd in the ly77 final, 
was eliminated on Saturday by 
Swiss- based Hungarian Zoltan 
Kuharszkv. playing only his sec- 
ond grass court tournament 
Cash. 18. now faces an awe- 
some fourth round task against 
Czechoslovak top seed Ivan 
Lendl, who rallied from one set 
down to beat American Peter 


Fleming 6-7. 7-6, 6-3, 6-4 on 
Sunday. 

Fleming’s doubles partner John 
McEnroe, seeded to meet Lendl in 
the final, managed to ignore a 
touch of tendonitis in his left sho- 
ulder long enough to secure a 
straight-sets victory over India's 
Raraesh Krishnan 6-4. 7-5. 6-1. 

In the women's tournament, top 
seed Martina Navratilova's path 
to the final was further smoothed 
by the shock withdrawal of Cze- 
choslovak Hana Mandlikova with 
a pulled groin muscle. 

The American world number 
one. beaten only once this year, is 
a strong favourite to win back the 
utle she lost to Chris Lloyd last 
year following the non- 
appearance here of her main rivals 
— compatriots Lloyd. Andrea 
Jaeger and Tracy Austin. 

Mandlikova* was forced to quit 
during her second round match 
with American Sharon Walsh, 
who was leading 6-2. l-l). after a 
fall during which she said she felt 
the groin muscle snap. 

Navratilova had an effortless 


6-i. 6-U win over Australian Liz 
Sayers and next meets South Afr- 
ican number one Ros Fairbank. 

Veieran star Biilie-Jean King. 
Australian Open Champion in 
196S. received a standing ovation 
on Sunday despite her 7-6. 4-6, 
6-4 defeat by Cathy Tanvier of 
France, 22 years her junior. 

British hopes Jo Durie and Vir- 
ginia Wade had mixed fortunes 
against Americans Gigi Fer 
nandez and Kathy Jordan. 

Durie. the British number one 
who won the New South Wales 
Open two weeks ago, had little 
trouble disposing of Fernandez 
6-2. 6-2. But Wade, the Jy72 
champion, lost the struggle against 
Jordan 6-4. 4-6. 6 - 1 . 

The home crowd’s hero of the 
day. Cash, first served for the 
match at 5-1 in the third set before 
Teacher replied with a string of 
winners, saving a total of six match 
points. 

Cash explained Teacher’s com- 
eback later. “I was talking to him 
after the match and he said he fin- 
ally got his rhythm. 


■FUKUOKA. Japan (R} — Tos- 
hihiko Seko of Japan passed Tan- 
zanian Juma ikangaa in the final 
100 metres to win the Fukuoka 
marathon on Sunday as US. fav- 
ourite Alberto Salazar ended the 
first losing year of his running car- 
eer with another defeaL 

Seko, 27, who also won this pre- 
stigious race from 1978 to 1980, 
showed no effects of a leg muscle 
injury which made him a doubtful 
starter as he bided his time just off 
the pace before first passing Sal- 
azar and then, as he neared the 
finish Hne. Ikangaa. 

Seko docked two hours eight 
minutes and 52 seconds, the eig- 
hth fastest time in marathon his- 
tory. Last February he ran the fifth 
fastest time, 2:08.38. to win the 
Tokyo marathon. 

Ikangaa, who had led the race 
from the start, was second in 
2:08.55. just three seconds behind 
Seko. while Salazar was also ove- 
rtaken by the Japanese twins, Shi- 
geru and Takeshi Soh, and fin- 
ished fifth in 2:09.21. 

Salazar, who ran the world's 


best time of 2:08.13 to wriLt&e 
lyfil New York marathon, had 
seemed optimistic before Sun- 
day’s race. “But I just didn't have 
it today,” he said dejectedly bcf». 
ore walking away from reporters 
and refusing further comment . - 

It ended the sort of year Salazar, 
must have fell he might never have 
after he dominated the world's 
marathon scene by winnin g ' jjj 
New York from 1 980 to 1 982 and 
also taking the Boston marathon" 
in 1982. 

His hopes for i 983 were to™- - 
rove his marathon record, race if 
possible against Seko and Aus- 
tralian Rob de Castella and attack 
the world IU.UUO metres record. 

But after placing only fourth in 
the World Cross Country event 
early in the year, another title he 
was determined to take, 
suffered his first defeat in five 
marathons when de Castella beat 
him in Rotterdam early in April 
Injury probably wrecked his 
chances there, and the race forced 
him out of the U.S. trial for the 
World Championships, where he 
settled insiead for the 1 0.000 met- 
res. There, however, he barely 


qwdffied-iti the Gbak whefe he 
finished last ' ' 

T»i 
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Our new domestic transfer system is a load off 
your mind. And a weight off your back. 

Now if you are translering from Terminal 3 to 
Terminal 1 look out for our new domestic transfer desk 
located just outside the customs hall. 


British 


\Xe will check you in there and then for your 
connecting flight. 

1 n r And we wdI relieve y° u °f y° u r baggage. All that’s Q 1 t*II7Q¥7C 
left for you to transfer to the departure gate is your Wdj 

good self. The world’s favourite airline. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT™* 

[nde^»ndent flat with a garden consisting of two bed- 
roorrm ^on, dining room, kitchen, bafcfrrbom. cermet 
heating and separate telephone with deluxe fottifltnk 

Location: Shmeisani Vi/fa Rosa Street - opposite Shm- : 
eisani Bookshop 

Ca# Ms 666904 


I' 


top three Japanese to 

On Sunday he settled iafo a 
-pack ot chasers just beMnd Ik»- 

OgaaandSalKaruittDhebremx^ ' 

them both, waftaq? aafli the 
rmmue to pass' the Tauzwua. 

u My leg did not affect me. Btu I 
was not my condition bee- ' 

moe I did not have enough 
inrag afro: suffering- the mwru 
injury three weeks ago, "be said, 

•* “ l think ! could win bee- .. 
anse .qf the injury and myTacfcof- - 
™mig. BuU became awg riat j- 
w»W after passing flxr 4lLfan ’ 
124-mile | mark." 
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FOR RENT 


Five new deluxe apartments each consisting of two 
grooms, large sitting room, dining room, kitchen, 
two baths and balcony, with separate central heating. * 


Location: Seventh Circle, 

Please call tel: 24950 


WANTED 

MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL 
TECHNICIANS & ENGINEERS 


For immediate employment at the Queen Alia Int- 
ernational Airport in the Mechanical and Electrical 
maintenance of the followings:- 


*"*^.’-*-^ sca * a ^ ors ’ Conveyors, Heating and Arr- 
conditioning, Electrical Generators and Distribution, 
Diesel Engines, Pumps and Motors, Water Supplies. 
Becomes... etc. The work will be with International 
AemdioPLC.Good salaries will be paid and transport 
to and from the Queen Alia international Airport wifi be 
provided. Rye years or more in practical maintenance 
experience is essential. 


interviews will be held at the Amra Hotel, 6th Circle: 
Monday through Friday December 5th - 9th. For app- 
ointments on fixed time and day call 015071 ext 1227 
Amman. s 


INVITATION TO TENDER 


Mriv A l'S2?fe^ n j° iPal ^ intends *° invite tenders' in 
^ instruction of four interchanges 
n ’! ent works in central business 
-district and two maior traffic corridors. 

The interchanges will Include overpasses and und- 
nSliSten. associate<1 street lighting and sig- 


and , |^d t ma^|n^? >athS ’ 811,861 HOMing. serialisation 

Contractors from member countries of the Wnr m 
Bank, Switzerland and Taiwan who ^fex^ri^dln 

aaaisacsBss^ 5 

sant'To'te’^H 6 “ n iP h * ,d questionnaire shbutd be 
sent to that address by December 31 ism 

tractors who wish to be corSS^ far 5*? 


Eng. Majid Nimry • 

Director 

Project Coordination and Training Unit 
Amman Municipality ; - 
P.O.Box 132- - - • • 
Telex No. 22249 UDD JO - - 




■SET 


V L 

J 


& 






7 










Kremlin calls for speed up 
in introducing ‘team contract’ 


MOSCOW i Rj — The Soviet lea- 
dership Sunday called for a speed 
up in the introduction of a new 
labour system maltin g workers' 
wa S es mor © closely dependent on 
their performance. 

A decree issued by the Com- 
m uni st Party and the government 
said the so-called “team contract" 
system ^ had proved highly suc- 
cessful in raising productivity rates 
and should be quickly applied to 
ail sectors of industry. 

But ministries, regional aut- 
horities and trade unions now had 
to ensure it was put into effect 
much more rapidly, it said. 

Under the system, workers have 
to form teams which receive a 
group payment for their labour 
from factory managers. The wor- 
kers then decide among the- 
mselves how to share out the 
- money. 


The group's income is heavily 
dependent on their output or pro- 
ductivity levels, and the gov- 
ernment decree said thfo had led to 
a cutback in wasted manpower 
and some sharp increases in eff- 
iciency. 

The team contract system has 
been operating on a very limited 
scale for several years but since 
Mr. Yuri Andropov took power as 
communist leader a year ago, 
there has been a drive to int- 
roduce it in both manufacturing 
industry and agriculture. 

The method has, in the past, 
met with strong resistance from 
ideological hardliners who saw it 
as a return to a capitalist-style 
wage system based solely on fin- 
ancial incentives. 

There has also been opposition 
from managers and regional off- 
icials, who see it as a dilution of 


their control over the workers, 
and from the workers themselves, 
' who often prefer the comfort of a 
guaranteed monthly salary. 

The effect has been to slow 
down introduction of the new sys- 
tem despite the Kremlin's strong 
backing for it. 

According to Soviet sources, 
only 6 per cent of the industrial 
labour force is so far working on a 
team contract basis although the 
leadership has been campaigning 
for its adoption for nearly a year. 

Sunday’s government decree 
also stressed that engineers and 
technicians should be included in 
production teams whenever pos- 
sible. 

This reflected Kremlin attempts 
to put experts in closer touch with 
production methods in order to 
speed up the modernisation of 
outdated industrial plants. 


Shipbuilding industry may 
regain strength after ’86 


TOKYO <R) — World shi- 
pbuilding may regain some of its 
former strength after 1986 but 
until then some yards, especially 
in Europe, will pass through one 
of the worst periods in their his- 
tory, according to industry experts 
here. 

“We now face a bigger crisis 
than we have ever encountered in 
the past.” European Community 
Commission Industry Director 
Daniele Verdiarri told journalists 
after a recent meeting on shi- 
pbuilding held by the Org- 
anisation for Economic Coo- 
peration and Development 
(OECD). 

The meeting brought together 
representatives of most of the 
world's shipbuilding nations to 
discuss the present state of the 
market. 

Since the first oil crisis in 1973 
the world has seen to many shi- 
pyards chasing too few orders, 
causing most countries to cut back 
shipbui Iding capacity and resort to 
state subsidies to battle their way^ 
through the fierce competition.' 1 


Mr. Albert Gruebel. chairman 
of the meeting, told journalists a 
major worry among many cou- 
ntries is the increasing share of the 
depleted world market being 
taken by Far East shipbuilders. 

While Japan has slimmed down 
its yard capacity since the sharp 
drop in world demand for shi- 
pping, especially tankers, it still 
takes the lion's share of new ord- 
ers. 

Total world orders this year will 
be slightly higher than last year's 
29.70 million gross registered 
tonnes against 128.93 milli on in 
1973. Japan took orders for 9.73 
million tonnes in 1982 against 
59.60 million in 1973. OECD fig- 
ures Issued at the meeting show. 

Mr. Gruebel said, “lam sure we 
will see a growth in shipbuilding 
again,” adding OECD experts feel 
there will be an improvement in 
two years time although the crisis 
will last until then. 

A major concern for the Eur- 
opean yards is the recent rapid 
inroads made into their traditional 
markets by South Korea. - 


■ The OEC D figures show orders 
to South Korean yards totalled 
2.55 million gross registered ton- 
nes last year and have already 
topped 4 million this year. Yet in 
1973 Korea only took orders for 
1.3U million tonnes. 

Orders at European yards fell to 
7.41 million tonnes last year from 
54.87 million in 1973, but so far 
this year they have attracted less 
than 5.50 million tonnes. 

Mr. Verdiani told journalists 
the Europeans feel South Korean 
ships are low priced to the point of 
only covering the cost of raw mat- 
erials. 

“At this rate, in two or three 
years- we will no longer see any 
European ship construction,” he 
said. 

However, the European com- 
plaints fell on deaf ears in Tokyo. 

South Korea has repeatedly 
ignored OECD invitations to att- 
end meetings to discuss the cur- 
rent state of the world shi- 
pbuilding market. 


Tebbit, Saudis hold talks 


BAHRAIN (Rj — British Trade 
and industry Secretary Norman 
Tebbit Sunday discussed with 
Saudi Arabia's Planning Minister 
Hisham Nazer how Britain could 
help in the kingdom's dev- 
elopment projects, the official 
Saudi Press Agency reported. 

He said Saudi Arabia was also 
looking to new world markets. 


especially for its petrochemical 
products, the agency added. 

Mr. Tebbit was quoted by the 
Saudi agency Saturday as saying 
his government was seeking imp- 
roved trade ties with the kingdom. 

He said present economic cha- 
nges in Britain would help make it 
“a trustworthy partner that can 
provide the Saudi market with its 


needs.” 

The deputy board chairman of 
the government-owned Saudi 
Basic Industries Corporation 
(Sabic), Mr. Ibrahim Bin Salmah, 
said after a meeting with Mr. Teb- 
bit Saturday his company was pre- 
pared to carry out projects with 
British companies . 

Mr. Tebbit, who arrived in Riy- 
adh on Friday held several mee- 
tings with other ministers and vis- 
ited Saudi industrial centres. 

Saudi Arabia is Britain's ninth 
biggest market taking £1.4 billion 
($2 billion} in British exports last 
year, mainly construction and bui- 
lding equipment and consumer 
goods. 


Peanuts 



THE BETTER HALF. By Harris 



“In our case, IRA stands for Insignificant 
Retirement Account." 


OPEC’s unity could face 
test over output quotas 


BAHRAIN (R) — The fragile unity of the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
could face a severe test at its ministerial meeting 
starting on Wednesday in Geneva, oil industry ana- 
lysts said Sunday. 


Although originally billed as an 
non -controversial meeting likely 
to reconfirm OPEC’s self- 
imposed production ceiling of 
i 7.5 million barrels per day { IVd) 
and benchmark price of S29 a bar- 
rel, a number of countries have 
recently indicated they intend to 
seek an increase in their pro- 
duction quota. 

“ If they bring up the quota que- 
stion at this meeting, they’ll be 
opening a can of worms,” one oil 
industry analyst said. 

“ Demand for oil is too weak to 
allow an increase in the overall cei- 
ling. So if one member’s quota is 
increased, it will be at the expense 
of the others. 1 ' he said. 

Iran and Iraq, opponents in the 
3 8- month -old Gulf war, have 
both said they intend to seek an 
increase in their own quotas. 

Venezuela and Indonesia are 
among other countries which have 
indicated they will press for higher 
quotas, while Nigerian sources say 
the issue has also been debated in 
Lagos. 

Indonesian Oil Minister Sub- 
roto said last month: “Obviously, 
with a population of 150 million, 
we need a bigger quota. We can 
use every cent we can earn from 
oil." 

Iraqi Oil Minister Qassem 
Ahmad Taqi has said his country 
wants to boost its quota to 1.8 mil- 
lion barrels daily from 1 .2 million, 
while Iranian Deputy Oil Minister 
Abbas Hornadoost said Iran 


would seek a daily quota increase 
to 3.2 million barrels from 2.4 mil- 
lion unless Saudi Arabia cut its 
output. 

The analysts said the drop in 
demand for oil has hit oil pro- 
ducers with large populations and 
big import bills harder than those 
with smaller populations, such as 
the Gulf states. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's lar- 
gest oil exporter but with a pop- 
ulation of around nine million 
people, has become the most lik- 
ely target for the OPEC nations 
which want to boost output. 

Asked Saturday if Iran would 
accept a cut in its own oil quota to 
support its controversial call for a 
S5 increase in the price of oil. Ira- 
nian Oil Minister Mohammad 
Gharazi said it was Saudi Arabia's 
duty to reduce its market share. 

Asked what would be a fair 
quota for Saudi output. Mr. Gha- 
razi said Iran had a population of 
40 million people and a quoia of 
2.4 million barrels “so you may 
calculate how much theirs should 
be.” 

Some analysts said the problem 
might be defused if Saudi oil pro- 
duction, which has dropped sub- 
stantially in recent weeks, falls fur- 
ther in the early part of next year. 

They said Saudi Arabia is upg- 
rading its natural gas production 
and distribution system in the first 
and second quarters of 1984, a 
factor which may force the cou- 
ntry to reduce oU output. 


The improvement is thought to 
be necessary to prevent a rec- 
urrence of power cuts which hit 
the country's Eastern Province in 
June, they said. Natural gas ass- 
ociated with crude oil production 
is the major fuel for electricity 
generation. 

Daily Saudi production has alr- 
eady fallen to around 5 million 
barrels a day from almost 6 million 
at the start of the fourth quarter, 
reflecting a general decline in 
demand for oil over the past few 
weeks, industry sources say. 

Output of the 13 OPEC cou- 
ntries has also sunk as demand has 
fallen off. 

From close to 19 million barrels 
-a day from almost 6 million at the 
SLan of the fourth quarter, ref- 
lecting a general decline in dem- 
and for oil over the past few 
weeks, industry sources say. 

Output of the 13 OPEC cou- 
ntries has also sunk as demand has 
fallen off. 

From close to 1 9 million barrels 
a day at times in the third quarter, 
production is now running only 
slightly above the organisation’s 
17.5 million barrels a day ceiling. 
Even the lower level of Saudi pro- 
duction is apparently not all being 
sold, with some going into floating 
storage in oil tankers outside the 
Gulf, the sources said. 

They said the quota problem 
might also be resolved by red- 
efining quotas to exclude domestic 
consumption, as suggested by 
Venezuelan Oil Minister Jose 
Ignacio Moreno Leon in an int- 
erview published Saturday. 

“Hie world market is affected 
by the oil sold in it and not the oil 
consumed by the producing cou- 
ntries.” Mr. Moreno Leon told the 
Caracas Daily Journal. 


U.S. decision on Chinese 
textiles could hurt relations 


WASHINGTON t R) — The U.S. 
Commerce Department will issue 
a tentative report next Tuesday on 
whether China is using unfair tac- 
tics in exporting textiles to the 
United States. 

President Reagan is scheduled 
to visit China in April, and a dec- 
ision against the Chinese could 
undermine recent efforts to build 
better ties between Washington 
and Peking. 

The Chinese textile exports, 
largely clothing, have grown rap- 
idly in recent years. In 1 982 China 
was the fourth biggest supplier to 
the U.S. market, shipping goods 
worth a total of $8U0 million. 

Peking has denied charges by 
U.S. textile makers and mill wor- 
kers that its goods are unfairly 
subsidised. Many in the American 
textile business disagree. 

Mr. John GreenwaJd, a member 
of the legal team representing the 
U.S. industry, says the subsidies 
are plain to see but may become 


obscured because of the delicate 
diplomatic situation. 

The allegations directed at 
China in the textile case pose 
novel issues that test U.S. foreign 
trade law. 

First, investigators must decide 
whether U.S. trade penalties des- 
igned to counter unfair com- 
peitition can be applied to cou- 
ntries such as communist China 
with controlled economies. 

The United States has never 
addressed that question before. 

Many trade experts believe the 
U.S. trade laws apply to all foreign 
countries, and thus the United 
States is legally obliged to invoke 
the anti -subsidy statute against 
the Chinese. 

But others argue that the 
decades-old law was fashioned at 
a time when the United States had 
few dealings with communist cou- 
ntries and made no allowances for 
the unique circumstances that 
exist in non- market economies. 


Besides that knotty question, 
investigators must grapple with 
the nature of the alleged subsidies 
in the textile case. 

At issue is whether the complex 
exchange rate structure adopted 
by China to promote exports is a 
form of subsidy. 

Under the structure, Chinese 
exporters can convert foreign exc- 
hange earnings into Chinese cur- 
rency at a rate more favourable 
than the official exchange rate. 

For textile exporters, the special 
exchange rate provides a subsidy 
of about 41) per cent, the U.S. ind- 
ustry contends. 

A few days before the Com- 
merce Department’s preliminary 
decision was due, U.S. inv- 
estigators said China had not 
submitted any detailed material to 
counter the 0.5. complaints. 

If the investigators found evi- 
dence to support the charges, 
importers would h£ve to post 
-bonds equal to the subsidy. 



Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onSnary words. 


■smsi 
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■ 




TILEE 

IX 



HARTOX 



mm 




mm 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 


by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the drdod letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


c v v w Y Y T T i” 

YOU CAl CX XJ L LLi-LXJ 

(Answers tomorrow} 

jumbteK POWER BLOAT FACIAL CLOVER 

In '° 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



Syria records marginal 
increase in oil production 

BAHRAIN (Rj — Syrian production of crude oil rose slightly this 
year over 1 982 but is not expected to change in 1 984, Syrian Minister 
of Petroleum and Mineral Resources Abdel Jabbar Al Dahhak, was 
quoted as saying. 

In an interview carried in the December bulletin of the Org- 
anisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC). he said 
total Syrian production, now averaging 1 70.000 barrels daily, is 
expected to total about 8.4 million tonnes this year, up on the 8.2 
million tonnes produced in 1982. 

“No change is forecast for 1984.” the minister said. 

He said Syria will have refined an average 1 80,01 m barrels a day of 
crude this year, compared with its refining capacity of 220.IM.H i bar- 
rels and a maximum actual production of 2i.it.UiUU. 

Although production is intended to meet local demand, the surplus 
in products such as fuel oii is exported, while there is a shortfall in 
products such as commercial aviation fuel and liquefied gas. he said. 

“Considerable quantities of gas oil. up to 3U0.01K) tonnes annually, 
are also imported to meet the rising demand in the transport and 
industrial sectors.” he was quoted as saying. 

Dahhak said offers had already been made by several companies to 
study Syrian refinery needs in order to produce more light and less 
heavy product. “In light of these studies steps will be taken to 
implement suitable plans.” he said. 

He said a plant for processing associated gas. expected to produce 
about 45,(100 tonnes of liquefied gas annually, wui come onstream 
□ext March and meet the requirements of the north and east of the 
country. It will also produce about 1 50 million cubic metres of sweet 
gas a year, he said. 

The minister said XU.OUO to 9U.tH.Kl square kilometres 1 30.000 to 
35,000 square miles) of the country were covered by exploration. 

The state-owned Syrian Oil Company planned to drill about 45 
exploratory wells in ly84 in the areas of Latakia, Deir Ezzor and 
Aleppo and near existing fields. 

Foreign oil companies are also operating in Syria under service 
contracts, he said. Pecten International Company, a subsidiary of 
Shell oil company, will drill a new well in the Deir Ezzor area this 
month, he said. 

Marathon Oil carrying out exploration in the Homs area, has 
already found considerable quantities of free gas. he said. 


OECD report optimistic 
on world financial system 

PARIS t R } — Improved cooperation between indebted poor cou- 
ntries. commercial banks, national monetary authorities and int- 
erna tiona I organisations has boosted confidence in the viability of the 
world financial system, a report said. 

The latest monthly financial review of the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Development tOECD} said successful neg- 
otiation of financial rescue packages for debt-strapped developing 
countries had bolstered bankers' belief that the system could ove- 
rcome future strains. 

Earlier this year, some bankers expressed fears that mounting 
Third World debt, particularly in South America, could trigger a 
collapse of the system. 

Bui the report said the successful conclusion last month of a rescue 
package for Brazil, the Third World's most indebted nation, would 
be viewed positively by bankers and should pave the way for other 
international loan operations. 

The report added, however, that banks' lending attitudes were 
likely to remain cautious in the short-term. 

It also said mounting debt problems of the Philippines oouid lead 
to a general reticence of banks to lend to the Far East — a region 
which up to now has had a generally high credit rating. 


HOROSCOPE not received 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Margaret V. Judah 


ACROSS 
1 Phonograph 
Item 
5 Lady 
10 Cockcrow 

14 About 

15 “Remember 
the—" 

16 Pa. city 

17 Shopper’s 
milieu 

18 Defense 
org. 

19 Resembling 
rattan 

20 Action of 
da yd reamers 

23 Ego 

24 Sorting or 


25 Tenant 


28 Assassins 

32 Celebes ox 

33 “if a body 
- body.” 

*34 Function 

36 — one’s 
eyes 
(deceive) 

40 Sign of 
a hit 

41 Things to 

eoll 

42 Nevada 
city 

43 Posted 

45 Sparse 

47 LBJ’s dog 

48 Question 
word 

49 Uncompro- 
mising 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



55 Bigot’s 
bent 

56 Courageous 
one 

57 Banister 

59 160 square 
rods 

60 Close by, 
to poets 

61 This — 
sudden! 

62 Coop group 

63 Dapper 

64 Onetime 
actor 
Kroger 

DOWN 

1 Beaver 
project 

2 “When an 
at once — 
a crowd" 

3 WWII town 

4 Huge 

5 Iron 

6 Half — is 
better..' 

7 Pub game 
Hem 

6 Maid in 
Mysore 

9 Musical 
direction 

10 Settle 

11 Irish 
Island 

12 Party 
faction 


13 A marshal 
of France 

21 AStrasberg 

22 Kingly 

25 Spots for 
tots 

26 Accrue 

27 Wise law- 
maker 

28 Did tail- 
oring 

29 Gennand 
Durocher 

30 Poe's bird 

31 Fragrance 

33 Simple 

35 Siege cHy 

37 Rough 
fabric 

38 Shrew 

39 “Messiah," 
for one 

44 College 
papers 

45 Wine 

48 Bird sound 

48 Kansas 
product 

49 Las Vegas 
Hems 

50 Tale 

51 Zola novel 

52 Weight 
allowance 

53 Kiln 

54 Careen 

55 Word by 
Scrooge 

58 Card game 
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flight extended by 1 day 


HOUSTON (R) — Scientists whose experiments are 
sow being carried out on the space shuttle Columbia 
were planning Sunday how to use the extra time in a 
space after officials extended the flight by a day. 


may reverse the physiology of ever, those mechanisms still force 
humans developed through mil- the fluids into the upper torso, but 


U.S. and European Space Age- 
ncy officials said the mission 
would last until next Thursday to 
allow more scientific research on 
board the European-built Spa* 
celab research laboratory carried 
by the Columbia shuttle. 

The extension was contingent 
upon good weather at the landing 
site in the California Desen. 

The spacelab contains 73 exp- 
eriments from 14 countries. Flight 
director John Cox said Saturday 
night: "The experimenters had a 
for more to do than there was time 
to accommodate. They have all 
along wished and pushed and tried 
to make the flight last longer and 
do more of these things." 

He said more chan IHU scientists 
involved in the experiments would 
be making suggestions on how 
they would like to use the extra 
time. 

rhe extension will allow extra 
work in the field of solar sei- 
smology. or observations of the 
sun. planned, for the end of the 
flight. 

This will be possible because the 
shuttle's orbital path will keep it in 
almost total sualight from Tue- 
sday. 

Several equipment problems 
related to rhe experiments have 
developed, but mission officials 


said they considered spacelab-J a 
success. 

A power supply unit failed, 
knocking out two furnaces used to 
heat or cool various substances 
and forcing seven experiments to 
be abandoned. 

There was also a partial failure 
in a low light television camera 
and a still picture camera used to 
study the earth's atmosphere and 
magnetic fields as well as a device 
to 'make radar images of the 
earth's land and sea surfaces. 

But an accelerator used to fire 
electron beams into space was bel- 
ieved to be working again after 
malfunctioning. 

U.S. chief mission scientists 
Rick Chappell said the “rate of . 
success is grater than yo per cent. 
One cannot be disappointed with 
this missin." 

Tur ning back the clock 

Meanwhile, space travel may 
have an effect on humans similar 
to “turning the evolutionary clock 
backwards ” scientists Saturday 
said. 

Two researchers who devised 
experiments being conducted by 
the men flying the space shuttle 
Columbia told reporters that pro- 
longed exposure to zero-gravity 


lions of years of evolution. 

They said the effects of wei- 
ghtlessness could eventually lead 
to life forms resembling the amo- 
eba because limbs and other parts 
of the human anatomy developed 
.to deal with gravity would no lon- 
ger be needed. 

“Seventy-five per cent of our 
muscles are anti-gravity muscles 
which we don't need in space." 


there is no louger any force to 
counter, their effect and the fluids 
collect in the face and other tis- 
sues. 

There is a similar effect on 
blood, with the pressure in the 
veins of the upper body increasing 
in space flight. 

Dr. Kirsch and a colleague. Or. 
Lothar Rocker, said four of the 
astronauts working In the orbiting 


Dr. Karl Kirch of the Free Uni- spacelab are taking readings of 
versicy of Berlin told reporters their venous blood pressure and 


covering the first flight of the Eur- 
opean space agency's spacelab 
aboard Columbia. 

He said space travellers had alr- 
eady experienced temporary but 
reversible changes in body fun- 
ctions resulting from the virtual 
absence of gravity. 

Or. Kirsch speculated that lon- 
ger flights could prompt greater 
changes. 


also samples of blood during their 
voyage to crapare them with sim- 
ilar observations made before and 
after flight. 

The experiment has a two-fold 
purpose. The first is to verify with 
precise measurements that the 
.blood pressure in the upper body 
does indeed increase. 

He said that this was already 
indicated by initial readings taken 


‘“That's why astronauts — and the first and third days of the 
Soviet cosmonauts — experience current shuttle mission, 
a loss of calcium: They don't need The second purpose of the exp- 
their bones up there to support eriment is to compare the levels in 


U.S. study says nuclear 
ssnrvlvors would eat well 


W ASHINGTON i Rl — A major 
nuclear attack on the United Sta- 
tes could kill half the population, 
but then survivors would have 
enough food, according to a con- 
troversial new study. 

The report for the White House 
by U.S.dvil defence experts con- 
tradicts recent scientific pre- 
dictions that the world would be 
plunged into freezing darkness 
and plant growth would stop for 
months alter an attack. 

Its conclusions were imm- 
ediately criticised by Con- 
gressman Tom Harkin. a senior 
member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives agriculture com- 
mittee, who released the report to 
Reuters. 

”1 was absolutely appalled at 
the content of this briefing." he 
said. 

" Ihere is no explanation as to 
how the government expects far- 
mers to get these crops to grow in 
the ‘dead dirt' which will be left 
after attack or who is expected to 
harvest these crops or how they 
could be harvested in intense rad- 
iation." the Iowa Democrat said. 


The study was prepared by the 
federal emergency management 
agency, the main coordinator of 
U.S. civil defence projects which 
include a proposed programme to 
relocate city populations to rural 
areas in the event of a nuclear att- 
ack. 

The report came about two 
weeks after more than U«» million 
Americans watched a stark dep- 
iction of the results of nuclear war 
in the television Film “the Dav 
After.” 

The civil defence experts con- 
cluded that "agriculture pro- 
duction in the event of a nuclear 
attack is expected to be adequate 
for surviving population needs.” 

But it also noted that if civil def- 
ence relocation were a success 
there would not be enough food to 
sustain the survivors. 

As many as eight out of 10 could 
survive if cities were abandoned 
before the attack, it said. 

Those living in rural areas 
would fare relatively well — alm- 
ost SO per cent would still be alive 
two months after the attack. 


QOSEN BRIDGE 


3Y CHfiSLSS (SOBER 
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SCINTILLATING SOBEL 

DEAR READERS: We have 
bad many requests over the 
years lor those hoods that we 
consider to be our- favorites. 
That makes quite a list. For a 
T?hile, therefore, we are 
devoting the Sunday column 
to a series of famous hands. 
At the end ol the series, we 
will go bock to our weekly 
question and answer column. 

Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

❖ A 6182 
V AK42 
0 Q 6 

0 652 

WEST EAST 

0 65 * 10943 

vies 7103 

0 AK 3873 092 
$ A 9 $ K J 1083 

SOUTH 

❖ QJ7 
7 Q 975 
0 1054 
4Q74 

The bidding: 

West North East South 

1 0 Dbie Pass 2 7 
Pass 2 *5? Pass Pass 
Pass 

Opening lead: King of 0 . 


If we were asked to vote 
ior the best bridge player »e 
have encountered, at least 
one of us would vote for the 
late Helen Sobel Smith. By 
today's standards her bid- 
ding might have left 
something to be desired (in- 
deed, there were some even 
then who criticized it), but no 
one played or defended a 
hand better. Here’s an exam- 
ple from the 1951 Spingold 


Team Championship, won by 
the Goren team. 

After Helen opened one 
diamond and North made a 
takeout double, North-South 
arrived at a contract of two 
hearts. The same contract 
was reached by the Goren 
team in the other room, and 
eight tricks were duly made. 
' Helen made the normal 
lead of the king of diamonds 
and, after receiving an en- 
couraging signal from East, 
continued with the ace and 
jack. Declarer did not want 
to waste one of dummy's 
trump honors by ruffing 
high, and there seemed to be 
no point to ruffing low, so he 
discarded a club from dum- 
my. Goren signalled with the 
eight of clubs. Helen needed 
no more to come up with th$, 
winning defense. 

At trick four she shifted to 
a low club. Goren won the 
king and returned a club to 
his partner’s ace. Now Helen 
reverted to a fourth dia- 
mond, and declarer had no 
counter. He sluffed a spade 
from dummy. East cooper- 
ated with bis partner’s fine 
defense by ruffing with the 
ten! 

The uppercut succeeded. 
Declarer had to overruff with 
the queen and, since West 
held the J-8-6 of trumps over 
declarer's 9-7-5, there was no 
way to prevent West from 
scoring a trump for the set- 
ting trick. 

Now we -know that bridge 
is a game full of male 
chauvinists. But ask any,.ex- 
pert who encountered 'Helen 
over the green baize, and we 
are prepared to bet that they 
will tell you that there was 
no one better! 


their bodies." he said. 

He also said that is why most 
people develop a "puffiness” in 
their upper bodies during space 
flight. 

Dr. Kirsch explained that the 
human body has developed cer- 
tain mechanisms — still unknown 
— that help keep body fluids from 
settling in the lower body because 
of gravity. 

In the absence of gravity, how- 


the blood of a hormone which 
regulates fluid levels in the body 
through kidney function. 

Most people have returned 
from space dehydrated, but the 
level of their Anti-Diuretic Hor- 
mone i ADHj has never been stu- 
died. 

Dr. Rocker said he expected to 
find very low levels of ADH in the 
four spacelab crewmen when they 
return from orbit next week. 


Australian government 
suffers electoral setback 


DARWIN (Rl — Australia’s 
Labour government was unmoved 
Sunday by a vote against its plans 
to blodc uranium mining in the 
remote Northern Territory and to 
give Ayers Rock, the world’s lar- 
gest monolith, back to the abo- 
rigines. 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke said 
in a statement issued in Canberra 
that he would consult the ter- 
ritory's new government but his 
federal government would not be 
deterred “from implementing pol- 
icies which have the support of the 
majority of Australians." 

The Liberal Country Party, 
campaigning against the plans, 
gained a landslide election win in 
the territory Saturday, taking 19 
seats in an expanded legislau’ve 
assembly to Labour's five. One 
seat was still in doubt. 


Labour held seven seats to the 
Liberals' i I in the old assembly. 
The poll saw a 12 per cent swing to 
the Liberals. 

The territory and Australia's six 
states are self-governing but Lab- 
our is in federal power, with res- 
ponsibility for overall political, 
foreign and defence policies. 

It was able to decide last month 
to give back the rock and stop the 
two uranium projects because it 
has the title to the land on which 
they stand. ; 

Chief Minister Paul Eve- ! 
ringham. jubilant over the result, 
said he would seek an early mee- 
ting with Mr. Hawke. “We don't 
propose to back down from our 
stance over the interests here that 
have been trampled on in the past 
few months,” he said. 


Australian security men 
hold up Melbourne hotel 


MELBOURNE ( R) — When five 
masked men armed with sub- 
machine guns took over Mel- 
bourne’s luxury Sheraton Hotel 
last week, the manager assumed 
they were staging a robbery and 
ordered staff to summon the pol- 
ice. 

But bystanders agreed that as 
armed robberies go, this one see- 
med a little off key. 

For instance, they said, as four 
of the men grappled with hotel 
staff, the fifth strolled up to rec- 
eption and politely paid the bill for 
two rooms they had occupied. 

Neither did the gang make any 
demands. Instead they hacked 
down the door to a iUth floor 
room and were seen lugging aro- 
und teargas. eavesdropping equ- 
ipment, bugging devices and pol- 
ice transmitters. 

Before leaving they herded the 


without being charged. 

Hotel manager Nick Rice dem- 
anded an explanation. Later he 
got it — the “gang” were members 
of Australia's security intelligence 
service taking part in a mock exe- 
rcise. said defence department 
spokesman Col. Ross Smith. 

Foreign Minister Bili Hayden, 
who has overall responsibility for 
security services, told the federal 
parliament the exercise had been 
carried out without his authority 
and described it as “particularly 
nasty and intolerable.” 

He said the group of trainees 
had been supposed to rescue a 
“hostage." 

“Instead, the trainees chose a 
violent attack on the room of the 
hotel in which the supposed hos- 
tage was held under guard. The , 
trainees subsequently became 


staff into the kitchens. But later involved in grappling with the 
when, captured in a getaway car hotel management and guests,” he 
they were all released by police added. 


Kuomintang 
wins Taiwan 
elections 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s ruling 
Nationalist (Kuomintang) Party 
won a landslide victory in partial 
parliamentary elections with opp- 
osition candidates capturing nine 
of the 71 seats being contested. 

The result was seen as a for- 
egone conclusion because of firm 
Kuomintang support from its two 
million members, the military, and 
civil servants. 

Loosely-bound opposition gro- 
ups. mostly native Taiwanese, ran 
on a platform opposing martial 
law and demanding the right to 
form new political parties. Among 
their winning candidates was Fan 
Su- Min, whose husband was jailed 
for sedidon after anti-government 
riots in Kaohsiung in 1 97V. 

The Kuomintang had nom- 
inated 58 candidates and app- 1 
roved seven members to run on 
their own. I 

Partial parliamentary elections 
have been held every three years 
since 1969 as more seats are 
added to die legislative Yuan t par- 
liament) due to rising population. 

Most of the seats in the 379-seat 
legislative Yuan are held by eld- 
erly members who still claim to 
represent constituencies on the 
mainland. They were elected ia 
1948 and are not required to run 
for reelection as China is now 
under communist rule. 

Incumbent legislator Kang 
Ning-Hsiang. a Tangwai politician 
( meaning outside the Kuomintang 
Party), lost his seat after polling 
only 3U.IKX) votes. 

Another incumbent non- 
partisan legislator Huang Hen- 
Fu. a comparatively radical opp- 
osition candidate, also lost his 
campaign for a second term of off- 
ice. 


Former Nigerian leader 
returns from exile 


LAGOS (R) — After eight years 
of exile, former Nigerian head of 
state Yakubu Gowon returns 
home on a visit that has aroused 
intense speculation over his pol- 
itical intentions. 

Gen. Gowon, 49. is due to arr- 
ive in Lagos Monday morning 
from Britain where he has spent 
his exile since being overthrown in 
a bloodless coup in July 1975. 

A “committee of friends'* org- 
anising his return, including sev- 
eral of his former cabinet mem- 
bers and military governors, ins- 
ists that Gen. Gowon is not ret- 
urning to a political role. 

But. although presidential ele- 
ctions were concluded only in Sep- 


tember. the jockeying forpositiQQ 
for J.4R7 election candidates » 
already well under way and few 
Nigerians believe that -Gen.' k 

Gowon will stand on the ^defines. ^ 1 4 rM'wiwiMh... V 
Political sources say senior * 
member* of Nigeria's major par- detained M COffllsd 
ties have visited Gen. Gowon in .. >- ' 

Britain, where he took a degree in 

political science, to try topereuode COMSSft Sicily i RV— Two i 
him to join them and bring the Ihsn journalists working for 
widespread popularity that he still AmericaoCBS teievisoanetw 
enjoys to their side. ■ ■ ■ wrested QMside affair ft 

Gen. Gowon had told his vis- base destined -to- rake n 
hors that only when he returned medium-range nuclear misai 
for good would he decide whether P 0 ** 05 said. The two Rome-ba 
to re-enter politics, the sources cai neranjen. Adalbert© Pasq» 
said, adding Gen. Gowon had not ' v ‘*° Mocano. were qi 
said when he would come home st * one £ pofice before be 
finally. charged with trying toefotam iu 


Filipino minister rejects 
plot charge by Marcos 


CQMJSO. Sicily iRV— Twoka- 
lism journalists working 'for the 
American CBS tdevisoa network 
were arrested outside affair force 
base destined to rake new. 
medium-range nuclear missiles, 
police said. The two Rome-based 
cameramen, Adalbert© P asquint 
and -Vito Mocano. were que- 
stioned by police before being' 
charged with trying to obtain new 
about stale secret*. ~ 


MANILA ( R) — A senior mem- 
ber of the Philippines government 
Sunday rejected a charge by Pre- 
sident Ferdinand Marcos that a 
proposal to revive the vice- 
presidency was pan of a con- 
spiracy. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Arturo Toiennno. who has 
proposed that a vice-president be 
elected in May to provide a suc- 
cessor for Mr. Marcos, said in a 
statement published Sunday that 
the idea had overwhelming sup- 
port. 

Mr. Marcos said on Friday he 
opposed revival of the vice- 
presidency on the grounds that it 
would weaken his power. "Und- 


ongiv endorsed by Filipino bus- 
inessmen who see' ir as a way of 
reviving international financial 
confidence, severely jolted when 
opposition leader Beragno Aqu- 
ino was assassinated in August. 

.Mr. Tolentino. who has been 
recommended as foreign minister 
by the retiring incumbent Carlos 
Romulo, said his proposal was inf- 
luenced by public opinion. 

Mr. Tolentino said more than 
56 per cent of Filipinos favoured 
electing a vice-president in May 
when parliamentary elections are 
due. 

Parliament is scheduled to deb- 
ate the issue Monday but a dec- 


oubtedly there is a plot som- ision is expected beforehand at a 
ewhere we cannot yet unmask." meeting of assembly members of 


he said. 

Revival of the post has been str- 


the ruling New Society Movement 
PartytKBL). 


France to toughen anti-racist laws 


Moscow garage : 
terns patriotic 

MOSCOW i ftj — Moscow's new- 

usng to-^n^^p^^ttih cars 
modified to run on tow-grade Na- 
ckmaricet petrol. TASS news- 
agency said. Many private car 
rowers adjust their engines to 
take low-octane fuel-winch they 
buy from lorry driyert" who order 
more petrol coupons; from the 
state than they require, and, are 
often willing (o siphon off the 
extra litres for cash. TASS said the 
new Kuntseyski, garage, equipped 
with Western diagnostic com- 
puters, would rot deal with car 
‘owners “who try privately to eco- 
nomise rot of the srate's-pbeket**. ■ 
TASS said by refusing to service 
modifiedcars, the garage hoped to 
save the state many litres of pil- 
fered fud . 

1 dead, 7 hurt In 
car-camel crash 


PARIS t R} — France is to tou- 
ghen ami-racist laws after what 
began as a march for equality by 
30 people grew Saturday in a rally 
attracting 60,000 in Paris on the 
final section of a 1.200 kilometre 
trek, officials said. 

Junior Minister for Social Aff- 
airs Georgina Dufoix said she 
would ask parliament for special 
credits in order to provide fin- 
ancial backing for anti-racist cara- 
paigns. 

Justice Minister Robert Bad- 
inter will draft a new law defining 
racist violence as a crime and ena- 
bling anti-racist organisations to 
initiate court proceedings in such 
cases, officials added. 


Sunday's rally was the climax of 
an anti -racist march which began 
two months ago in Marseilles with 
little publicity and 3U dem- 
onstrators. half of them French 
and half of them children of North 
African immigrants. 

In seven weeks, three gov- 
ernment ministers joined the 
march, some 700 writers and aca- 
demics expressed support and 
Muslim. Christian and Jewish lea- 
ders jointly backed the dem- 
onstration. 

Marchers on the final leg from 
Place de la Bastille, in eastern 
Paris, to Montparnasse, in the 
south of the capital, included Ext- 
ernal Relations Minister Claude 


Cheysson. Cultural Affairs Min- 
ister Jack Lang and Junior Env- 
ironment Minister Huguette Bou- 
chardeau. 

Eight of those who made the 
whole journey were later received 
by President Francois Mitterrand 
at the Elysee Palace. 

Most political parties on the left 
and the main unions called on 
their supporters to take part in the 
final march while opposition lea- 
ders said they would stay away. 

The idea for die march came to 
Toumi jaidja, a young Algerian, ; 
as he was recovering in hospital 
after being shot when he int- 
ervened in a fight at a housing est- 
ate outside Lyons. 


S. Korea allegedly sinks northern 
spy boat, captures 2 infiltrators 


SEOUL ( R ) — The defence min- 
istry said Sunday South Korean 
forces captured two armed North 
Korean infiltrators and sank a nor- 
thern spy boat Saturday night in 
the most serious incident inv- 
olving the two Koreas since the 
October Rangoon bomb blast. 

Gen. Lee Kj-Baek. chairman of 
the joint chiefs of staff, said in a 
statement two North Korean 
commandos in civilian clothes 
were spotted while approaching 
the shore of the city at IU.40 p.m. 
iI34U GMT) Saturday and were 
captured after a brief clash. 

The two agents, identified as U 
Sang-Kyu. 23. and Chun, 27, 
threw hand grenades and were 
injured, military officials said. 
They were admitted to a military 
hospital in the city where officials 
said their injuries were minor. 

War planes and navy patrol 


boats, called in to conduct a sea- 
rch, sported a northern spy boat 
about nine kilometres south of the 
city and sank it about 2(1 minutes 
after the capture of the two com- 
mandos. Gen. Lee said. 

There were no casualties on the 
southern side, he added.Gen. Lee 
gave no indication of the size of 
the spy boat or the number of 
people aboard. 

But military officials said troops 
seized more than 130 items of equ- 
ipment, including Czech- made 
sub-machineguns, a pistol, amm- 
unition. military uniforms, cod- 
ebooks radio receivers, tra- 
nsmitters and other com- 
munications gear. 

The general, who is also head of 
the counter-espionage hea- 
dquarters, said the infiltration att- 
empt was believed to be aimed at 
tormenting social unrest in the 


South by destroying military and 
other major state installations. 

Fie said the action dearly dem- 
onstrated the North's intention to 
take the South by force and imp- 
ose communist ode. 

Following October’s bomb blast 
that killed 1 7 South Koreans, inc- 
luding four cabinet ministers acc- 
ompanying President Chun Doo 
Hwan on a visit to Burma, Seoul 
charged it was part of a plan int- 
ended to lead to a North Korean 
invasion of the South. 

Seoul officials said the bomb 
was intended to kill Mr. Chun. If it i 
had succeeded they said they bel- 
ieved North Korea would have 
staged anti-government incidents 
in the South and used them as a 
pretext to invade. 

Burma has also said North 
Korea was responsible for the 
bomb blast. 


Pope’s visit to S. Korea could make life better for dissidents 


SEOUL iR) — Pope John Paul 
irs planned visit to South Korea 
next year is being welcomed by 
Koreans from all walks of life, inc- 
luding both government officials 
and political dissidents. 

The South Korean Catholic 
primate, Stephen Cardinal Kim 
Sou-Hwan, a mild critic of the 
government, called it “the gre- 
atest joy in the 2lRi-year history of 
Korean Catholicism”, which has 
been marred by periods of per- 
secution. 

A foreign ministry official said 
the papal visit from May 3 to 7 
next year was "an honour for this 
nation and carries much political 
significance.’’ 

'It will certainly boost the 
image of the Korean government 
in the international community," 
he added. 

The tour, the first by a Pope to 
Korea and only the third to an 
Asian country, will also delight 
dissidents fighting for human 
rights. 

"His holiness’s vial will be lar- 
gely for pastoral purposes. But it 
could also gjve moral support to 
some church people who are run- 
ning against the government with 


their demands for democracy," a 
church official said. 

Relations between government 
and church have often been sou- 
red over human rights, a legacy of 
the days when Christians were 
imprisoned by President Park 
Chung-Hee who was assassinated 
in iy79. 

However, government officials 
said the Pope’s visit would help 
nurture harmony and cooperation 
between the two sides. 

Many people expect that before 
the Pope arrives the government 
will show leniency to some of the 
4U0 dissidents that human rights 
sources say are being held in jail. 
!-* No exact figures are available, 
but the sources say the number 
would be much higher if those 
detained without charge were inc- 
luded. 

South Korea, which recognises 
□o state religion, has almost 12 
million Buddhists. 2 million Cat- 
holics. more than seven million 
protestants, more than five million 
Confucians and about two million 
people adhering to various ind- 
igenous faiths. 

“The Mat will be welcome to 
virtually all of the 40 million peo- 



Pope John Paul H 

pie in this country, with or without 
religion," said Park Wan-H, head 
of Buddhist lay believers. 

“Ail religious leaders of the 
world are trying to prevent war 
and undue sacrifice and promote 
world peace, regardless of dif- 
ference in religion. We know Pope 
John Paul has been doing just 
that." ^ 

The authorities questioned a 
number of Protestant and Cat- 
holic leaders last year after they 
issued a statement criticising the 
United States' role in South Korea 
and demanding leniency for two 
dissidents sentenced to death for 


setting fire to a U.S. cultural cen- 
tre in the southern city of Pusan. 

The convicted arsonists, whose 
sentences were later commuted to 
life imprisonment, said they wan- 
ted to warn Washington against its 
support for what they saw as the 
dictatorial government of former 
array general President Chun Doo 
Hwan. 

A Catholic priest was jailed for 
three years for sheltering the fug- 
itive arsonists, but was released in 
August under a presidential amn- 
esty. 

Cardinal Kim said the most 
important aspect of the Pope's 
visit for the church was that, for 
the first tune outside the Vatican, 
he would preside over a can- 
onisation. 

He will make saints of 1 03 bea- 
tified Catholics martyred by the 
conservative Korean kingdom 
during the 18th and 19th cen- 
turies. They included 10- French 
missionaries, but the rest were 
Koreans, only one of them a cle- 
rgyman. 

“This is where the Korean 
church is unique. That is, in Korea 
vastly more lay people were mar- 
tyred than clergy.” said a Korean 


DUBAI (Rj — One person. died 
and seven members of his family 
were injured when their car hit a 
camel on a main road near here 
Saturday night, -police said. The 
camel was also killed, they added. 

Marijuana crop V 
found in greenhouses 

ADELAIDE t R} — Thousatidsof 
marijuana plants worth .nearly 
three million U.S. dollars on the 
black market were found growing 
under cucumbers in south Aus- 
tralian greenhouses, police said. 
The marijuana, nearly ready for 
cropping, was found hidden in a 
market garden district just north 
of Adelaide. Two men have been 
charged with growing illegal 
plants. On Monday, about I.Udtt 
marijuana plants were found gro- 
wing in irrigated bush country on 
the island of Tasmania, off sou- 
thern Australia. 

500 families saved 
in Alabama 


I BIRMINGHAM; Alabama (Rj 
| — Two people were killed Sat- 
urday night when a tornado ripped 
through a shopping centre in Oxf- 
ord, about 90 -kilometres from 
Birmingham, a local television sta- 
tion reported. Rescue teams in 
small boats earlier rescued 5W. 
marooned families in the Bir- 
mingham area after more than 12 
hours of rain caused widespread 
flooding. The national weather 
service reported that 13.4 era of 
rain fell on Birmingham ove- 
rnight. 

U.S. magazine told 
to change names 

NEW HAVEN,' Connecticut t Rj 
— A superior court judge ordered 
the .Vale Literary Magazine, the 
oldest such publication in the cou- 
ntry, to change its name: Judge 
Howard Zoarski agreed with Yale 
Universiy that the quarterly mag- 
azine. first.pu Wished m 1836, did 
not represent Vale and must drop 
the name. Lawyers acting for the 
magazine saidthcywouW appeal. 


, — -o aujjwtvi wwi 

archbishop. “Catholicism here ^ Vale Literary Magazine, the 
also grew first at the hands of Kor- oldest -such publication in the con- 
eans t hemsel ves 21XJ years ago and ntry , to change its name: Judge 
not of Western missionaries." Howard Zoarski agreed with Yale 
Cardinal Kim said because of {Jniversty tftat the quarterly raag- 
Pope John Paul's special love of fiist.paWished in IS36. did 
Koreans, the martyrs were being represent Vale and must drop 
exempted from having had to per- the name. Lawyers acting for the 
form at least two proven miracles mazarin e said they would appeal, 
before becoming saints. 

Following the canonisations, T -*.■•••. •’ «... ■ ’ 

South Korea will have the fourth Indian expedition 

largest number of saints of any qff t6 Antarctic 
country. ... • - f . 

"Maybe the Pope feels par- 

ticuiar attachment to Koreans NEW DELHI tR) -r An Indian 
because he is from a- communist expedition has set bff toestablish a '! 
country (Poland). -Perhaps he pennanemt^m Aotarctica, the 
understands the communist North Press Trust of India news agency 
Korean military threat against the said. It said the SB-roemberteam, 
South,” a Catholic student said, the third from India fo’the frozen 
Apostolic pro-nundo Fra- continent, {eft Gofs/Morraugao'" 
ncesco Monterisi said in a new- harbour on ji Finnish ioe-frreaker . 
spaper interview: "The holy fiat- on'a nkratfaJbtig jounw.to'flie 
her is also expected to address our Antarctic. An Indian ofndai.has 
brothers in (communist j North saidtheteam would set op a per- 
Korea on the achievement .of 

peace and reconciliation between on lati tu d e 7T degrees smith and 
the two Koreas" ; tongjmdeTff d^rteseast They 

The South Korean government would also;: establish a. com- 
has cited a'North Koran threat to munications link between their 
justify its slow pace of democratic - baseeamp aati Indian capitaJ New 
development. Delia, tiKage^jcyimid-V \ ' ' ' . ' 









